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Preface

Volume 44 of the Collected Works of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels contains their correspondence from July 1870 to December
1873. These years marked the beginning of a new stage in the
development of the international working-class movement. The
proletarian revolution in Paris of 18 March 1871 resulted in the
Paris Commune, the first working-class government in the history
of mankind. This daring action was a milestone, ‘a new point of
departure of world-historic importance’ (this volume, p. 137),
ushering in a new phase in the struggle against capitalism.

The Commune and the changes taking place in the working-
class movement created a pressing need for setting up indepen-
dent proletarian parties capable of leading the class struggle of the
workers in the specific conditions of each country. The activity of
Marx and Engels and the First International, which they led, was
of major importance in preparing the ideological and organisa-
tional prerequisites for the formation of such parties.

The letters of Marx and Engels in this volume are indispensable
for the study of the activity of the International Working Men’s
Association at the final stage of its development.

In September 1870 Engels moved from Manchester to London,
enabling him to have continuous personal contact with Marx.
Engels was immediately made a member of the General Council of
the International. Here his extraordinary ability as an organiser
and leader of the international working-class movement was given
full scope. The circle of people with whom Marx and Engels
corresponded became much wider, and included such prominent
members of the International as W. Liebknecht, A. Bebel,
J. P. Becker, L. Frankel, F. Bolte, P. Lafargue, F. A. Sorge,
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T. Cuno, L. Kugelmann, N. Utin (Outine), L. Pio, ]. Mesa,
F. Mora and E. Bignami, and also the democratic allies of the
working class, E. Beesly, E. Oswald and T. Allsop. Marx and
Engels also extended their contact with Russian revolutionaries at
this time.

A large number of letters in this volume concern the Franco-
Prussian War of 1870-71 and its consequences. In the situation
which had arisen, the General Council of the International had to
provide the proletariat, the French and German workers in
particular, with a clear understanding of its tasks as a class. This
was the purpose of the General Council’s Address on the Franco-
Prussian War, written by Marx, which, as Engels put it, was
intended to ‘teach the populus of all classes that nowadays the
workers are the only ones to have a real foreign policy’ (p. 18).
Marx and Engels were concerned above all to prevent the workers
of the belligerent countries being deceived by chauvinist prop-
aganda, to advance their solidarity and help progressive workers
realise the need for international unity and action. In his letter to
the German democrat Eugen Oswald of 26 July 1870 Marx
expressed the belief that ‘a genuine power of resistance to the
return of national antagonisms and the entire system of present-
day diplomacy can only be found in the working class’ (p. 9).

During the first stage of the war, when it was of a defensive
nature for Germany, Marx and Engels distinguished clearly
between Germany’s national interests and the dynastic, territorial
aims of Prussian Junkerdom and the German bourgeoisie. They
warned the German workers that under the leadership of the
Prussian militarists the war might turn into one of territorial
aggrandisement against the French people.

In a letter to Marx of 15 August 1870 Engels formulated the
tasks of the German Social-Democrats at the initial stage of the
war as follows: ‘I think our people can: 1) join the national
movement ... insofar and for so long as it is limited to the defence
of Germany...; 2) at the same time emphasise the difference
between German national and dynastic-Prussian interests; 3) op-
pose any annexation of Alsace and Lorraine...; 4) as soon as a
non-chauvinistic republican government is at the helm in Paris,
work for an honourable peace with it; 5) constantly stress the
unity of interests between the German and French workers, who
did not approve of the war and are also not making war on each
other’ (p. 47).

At the end of August in a letter to the Committee of the
German Social-Democratic Workers’ Party, Marx and Engels,
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anticipating a change in the character of the war with the
inevitable collapse of the Second Empire, foresaw the consequent
necessity for the German workers to step up the struggle against
the annexationist aims of the Prussian militarists and the German
bourgeoisie (pp. 79, 82).

This prediction soon proved to be correct. On 4 September
1870 the Second Empire collapsed and a new stage began in the
Franco-Prussian War. The General Council's Second Address on
the Franco-Prussian War was designed to explain the changed
situation and outline the new tasks of the international working
class. Many letters by Marx and Engels also dealt with these
matters. In defining the new tactical line of the International now
that the war had lost its defensive character for Germany, Marx
and Engels urged the proletariat of the European countries to
resist resolutely the annexationist policy of the ruling classes (see,
for example, Engels’ letter to Marx of 12 September 1870 and
Marx’s letter to Engels of 14 September 1870).

Under Marx’s guidance the International conducted a campaign
for recognition of the French Republic. ‘I have set everything in
motion here for the workers to force their government to
recognise the French Republic. (The series of meetings begins on
Monday),” Marx wrote to Engels on 10 September 1870 (p. 70).
In this connection ‘detailed instructions’ were sent to Belgium,
Switzerland and the United States (p. 77).

A considerable number of letters analyse the strategic plans of
the belligerents, the course of the military operations,and their
possible outcome. As early as 22 July 1870 Engels, in a letter to
Marx, predicted the likelihood of the military defeat of Bonapartist
France. In Engels’ letters one can trace how he wrote his series
of articles Notes on the War, which made a new contribution
to Marxism’s theory of war (see present edition, Vol. 22).

The letters of Marx and Engels concerning the Paris Commune
give this volume special importance.

The proletarian revolution in France was the result of the
development of the whole workers’ movement of the 1860s, which
was profoundly influenced by the International Working Men’s
Association. The Commune, Engels wrote in a letter of 12-17
September 1874 to Friedrich Adolph Sorge, was undoubtedly a
brain child of the International (present edition, Vol. 45).

From the very first days of the Paris Commune Marx set about
studying its progress. Replying on 12 April 1871 to Ludwig
Kugelmann, who had failed to understand the essence of the Paris
uprising, comparing it with the action by the petty-bourgeois
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Montagne on 13 June 1849 in France, Marx explained the great
historic significance of the Commune as the first attempt in history
to destroy the military-bureaucratic state machine of the
bourgeoisie. The destruction of this machine, Marx stressed, was
an essential condition for the victory of a truly popular revolution
on the Continent (this volume, p. 131). Marx wrote admiringly of
the heroism and self-sacrifice of the Communards: ‘What resil-
ience, what historical inidative, what a capacity for sacrifice in
these Parisians! ... However that may be, the present rising in
Paris—even if it be crushed by the wolves, swine and vile curs of
the old society—is the most glorious deed of our Party since the
June insurrection in Paris’ (ibid., pp. 131-32).

In his letters to Kugelmann of 12 and 17 April 1871 Marx for
the first time expounded his understanding of the Paris Commune
as the first attempt at a dictatorship of the proletariat.

Marx took advantage of every opportunity to contact the leaders
of the Commune to help them in tactical and strategic matters.
Thus, his letter of 13 May 1871 to Léo Frankel and Louis Eugéne
Varlin contained a plan for concrete revolutionary action and also
a warning about the preparations for a counter-revolutionary
attack within Paris, about the agreement against the Commune
between Bismarck and the Versaillists (this volume, pp. 148-49).
Already at the beginning of April, soberly assessing the alignment
of forces, Marx realised that the chances of a victorious outcome
for the revolution were rapidly diminishing. On 6 April in a letter
to Wilhelm Liebknecht he elaborated on the mistakes made by the
Communards: ‘It seems the Parisians are succumbing. It is their
own fault but a fault which really was due to their too great
honnéteté. The Central Committee and later the Commune gave
that mischievous avorton, Thiers, time to consolidate hostile forces,
in the first place by their folly of not wanting to start a civil war—
as if Thiers had not already started it by his attempt at forcibly
disarming Paris, as if the National Assembly ... had not immediate-
ly declared war on the Republic! Secondly, in order that the
appearance of having usurped power should not attach to them
they lost precious moments (they should immediately have
advanced on Versailles...) by the election of the Commune, the
organisation of which, etc., cost yet more time’ (p. 128).

At a time when Thiers’ government and the ruling classes of
other states sought to surround the Commune with a wall of lies
and slander, Marx and Engels considered it their duty to explain
to the workers of all countries the historic significance of the events
taking place in Paris. ‘The true character of this grand Paris
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revolution has been explained to workers everywhere in letters from
various secretaries to sections on the Continent and in the United
States,” Marx wrote to Frankel (p. 142). ‘I have written hundreds of
letters on behalf of your cause to all the corners of the earth where
we have branches’ (p. 149).

After the defeat of the Commune Marx and Engels launched a
vigorous campaign in the International to give assistance to the
Communards. The letters show how much sympathy, attention
and concern were shown by Engels, Marx and the members of his
family to Commune refugees who fled to London or hid in France
(Marx to Oswald, 21 July 1871; Marx to Friedrich Bolte, 25 August
1871; Jenny Marx (daughter) to Kugelmann, 21-22 December 1871,
and others).

One of the main aims of the International after the fall of the
Commune was to make its historic experience widely available. For
Marx the main objective was to analyse theoretically the lessons
of the Commune and so turn spontaneous sympathy into the con-
scious desire and ability of the proletarian masses to carry its
cause forward to victory. The Address entitled The Civil War in
France, written by Marx on behalf of the General Council, was
an important milestone in the elaboration of the programme and
principles of the proletarian movement. On 28 July 1871 Engels
wrote to the Italian socialist Carlo Cafiero that in this document
the General Council had openly declared itself ‘in favour of
communism’ (p. 184). The history of the writing, publication and
dissemination of this programmatic work of Marxism is reflected
in several letters (Marx to Kugelmann, 18 June 1871; Engels to
Liebknecht, 22 June 1871; Marx to Sorge, 23 May 1872, and
others).

The Paris Commune marked the high-point in the activity of
the International Working Men’s Association and the beginning of
a new stage in the history of the international workers’ movement
as a whole. ‘The thunder of the cannon in Paris awakened the
most backward sections of the proletariat from their deep slumber,
and everywhere gave impetus to the growth of revolutionary
socialist propaganda’ (V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 17, p. 143).

After the defeat of the Paris Commune the ruling classes insti-
gated drastic reprisals against members of the International and
its organisations. These were initiated by the French minister Ju-
les Favre, who appealed to all European governments on 6 June
1871 to destroy the International. Marx and Engels fought
resolutely against the persecution of the International, against
attempts to distort its principles and aims and undermine its
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prestige. Against this background their letters to leading members
of the International took on a special significance. In many cases
they were essentially official documents of the General Council.
Passages were often read out at meetings of sections and Federal
Councils and sometimes published in the form of articles and reports
in the working-class press. Thus the correspondence of Marx and
Engels took on an importance as a means of disseminating the ideas
of scientific socialism in the organisations of the Association and of
educating proletarian revolutionaries.

After the Paris Commune Marx and Engels regarded as one of
the International’s most important tasks the further elaboration of
its political programme. The experience of the Commune made it
possible to augment the socialist principles of the future social
system proclaimed in the resolutions of the Brussels and Basle
congresses, and specify the ways and means of carrying out the
socialist transformation of society. The lessons of the Com-
mune were generalised in the resolutions of the London Confe-
rence held in September 1871. Its convocation was necessary
because, to quote Engels, there were ‘several important questions
to deal with before proceeding further’ (p. 187). The Conference
adopted an historic resolution on the creation in each country of
an independent proletarian party, whose aim should be to prepare
the working class for revolutionary battles for political power.
Marx rated the importance of the Conference highly, noting that
at this one ‘more was done than at all the previous Congresses put
together’ (p. 220).

As the correspondence shows, Marx and Engels devoted much
attention to explaining the importance of the London Confe-
rence resolutions. In a letter to Bolte of 23 November 1871,
discussing the role of a proletarian party in the establishment of a
dictatorship of the proletariat, Marx wrote: ‘The political move-
ment of the working class naturally has as its final object the
conquest of political power for this class, and this requires, of
course, a previous organisation of the working class developed up
to a certain point, which arises from the economic struggles
themselves’ (p. 258).

The work of the London Conference took place amid an acute
ideological struggle between the proletarian-revolutionary trend
led by Marx and Engels, and Bakuninism. The Paris Com-
mune had drawn a clear dividing line between the proletarian
revolutionaries and the representatives of Bakuninist anarchism.

The Bakuninists furiously attacked the basic theses of the
political programme set out in the resolutions of the London
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Conference. In their circular issued in Sonvillier in November
1871 they denied the need for the proletariat to gain political
power, for the creation of a proletarian party and for discipline
and centralisation, and demanded the ‘abolition of all authority’,
suggesting as a practical step in this direction that the governing
body of the International, the General Council, should be turned
into a bureau for statistics and correspondence. On 2 January
1872 Engels wrote to Liebknecht with reference to the circular:
“That is really the last straw and we shall now take action’ (p. 289).
The Bakuninists were answered in the joint works by Marx and
Engels mentioned in the letters, Fictitious Splits in the International
and The Alliance of Socialist Democracy and the International Working
Men’s Association (present edition, Vol. 23).

In their numerous letters to working-class activists in different
countries Marx and Engels subjected the main theses of anarchism
to criticism. They exposed the idealism of Bakunin, who regarded
as the main source of all social evils not the exploiting nature of
the social system, but the state, and who saw the abolition of the
latter as the way to get rid of capitalism (Engels to Theodor Cuno,
24 January 1872, this volume, pp. 305-07); they emphasised that
abstention from politics turned workers into the blind instrument
of bourgeois politicians; and they demonstrated the untenability of
the anarchist rejection of authority. Engels wrote: ‘..for the
struggle we need to gather all our forces into a single band and
concentrate them on the same point of attack. And when people
speak to me about authority and centralisation as if they were two
things to be condemned in all possible circumstances, it seems to
me that those who talk like this, either do not know what a
revolution is, or are revolutionaries in name only’ (Engels to
Carlo Terzaghi, 14[-15] January 1872, this volume, p. 295).
Marx and Engels condemned the Bakuninists’ denial of the
need for a proletarian state. In a letter to Paul Lafargue of
30 December 1871 Engels showed for the first time, before
writing his work On Authority, that the conditions of large-scale
machine production insistently demanded state management and
regulation. In the above-mentioned letter to Terzaghi he also
drew attention to the experience of the Commune, which
confirmed the need for the proletarian state to take measures in
the struggle against counter-revolution. ‘It was the lack of
centralisation and authority that cost the life of the Paris
Commune’ (p. 295).

In their letters to members of the International Marx and
Engels argued that the organisational doctrines of anarchism were
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incompatible with the Rules and the very spirit of the Internation-
al and were disorganising and splitting the movement at a time
when solidarity and unity of action by the workers were vital in
the face of the offensive mounted by the reactionary forces.
Sending Lafargue in Madrid the section of the Fictitious Splits
dealing with the functions of the General Council, Marx wrote in
his covering letter: ‘...our Association is the militant organisation of
the proletariat... To destroy our organisation just now would be to
abdicate. Bourgeois and governments combined could ask for
nothing more’ (p. 346). In the struggle against Bakuninism Marx
and Engels consistently upheld the principles of proletarian party
commitment. As one of the conditions for ensuring the unity of
the international proletarian organisation Marx and Engels ad-
vanced the principle of party discipline, the bowing of the
minority to the will of the majority, or, as Engels wrote, ‘the
authority of the majority over the minority’ (p. 307).

In the summer of 1872 Marx and Engels began to receive
information to the effect that the Alliance of Socialist Democracy,
which the Bakuninists had declared dissolved, was in fact being
retained as a strictly conspiratorial society. The existence within
the International of a secret international organisation of Bakunin-
ists with its own Rules and programme meant that Bakunin and
his supporters were in practice attempting to split the Internation-
al Working Men’s Association. ‘Bakunin retained the Alliance de la
démocratie socialiste, which you know of from the Scissions, as a
secret society in order to obtain control of the International,’
Engels wrote to Adolf Hepner on 4 August 1872 (p. 415).

Marx and Engels attached particular importance to exposing the
Bakuninists to the workers of Spain and Italy, where their position
was especially strong.

On Marx’s proposal the General Council on 11 June 1871
passed a resolution to convene a Congress of the Association at
The Hague on 2 September 1872. It was to take stock of the
International’s activity since the Basle Congress, incorporate the
resolutions of the London Conference into the General Rules and
Administrative Regulations, complete the drawing up of a political
programme and put an end to the disorganising activity of the
anarchists. In letters to Sorge and Kugelmann Marx stressed that
the question of the life or death of the International would be
decided at the Congress (pp. 398, 413).

The Congress was the scene of a fierce struggle between the
supporters of the revolutionary proletarian line and the anarchist
delegates, backed by the reformists. The latter joined with the



Preface XXV

Bakuninists, who were against public recognition as essential to the
programme of the International, of the idea of winning state
power by the proletariat and of the need to form mass political
parties of the working class independent of the bourgeoisie. The
resolution adopted was based on proposals put forward by Marx
and Engels and their comrades-in-arms.

With the exacerbation of ideological differences after the
Congress, Marx and Engels attached special importance to the
widespread propagation of the Congress decisions and the
struggle for their acceptance.

In fighting for international unity of the working class Marx
and Engels were at the same time concerned to promote
the development of the proletarian movement in individual
countries.

They gave special attention to the German Social-Democratic
Workers’ Party. In the period following the first proletarian
revolution of 1871 Marx’s prediction that the centre of gravity of
the working-class movement would shift from France to Germany
proved to be true. In the workers’ press and in their letters
Marx and Engels popularised the experience of this most advanced
organised detachment of the proletariat. They applauded the
brilliant defence of the principles of the Commune by their comra-
des-in-arms in Germany. ‘The German workers,’ Engels wrote
to Liebknecht on 22 June 1871, ‘have behaved themselves quite
splendidly in this last great crisis, better than anyone else. And
Bebel has been an outstanding spokesman on their behalf; his
speech on the Commune went through the entire English press
and made a great impression here’ (p. 160). The movement in
support of the Commune promoted the class solidarity of the
German workers and their political education in the spirit of
proletarian internationalism.

Marx and Engels spoke proudly of the courageous behaviour of
Liebknecht, Bebel and other representatives of German Social-
Democracy who, during the trials, made use of the court as a
tribune to agitate for the principles of the International. ‘Dear
Liebknecht,” Engels wrote on 23 April 1872, ‘we all send you our
congratulations on your performance in court. After the trial of
the Brunswickers it was essential for someone to stand up to that
gang and you have fairly done so’ (p. 360).

In their letters to party leaders Marx and Engels persistently
stressed the need for delegates from Germany to take part in the
Hague Congress (pp. 376-77). They attached special importance to
support at the Congress for the General Council’s line by the most
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powerful and best organised detachment of the International, the
Eisenach Party.

Whilst they were aware of the need for the unity of the
working-class movement in Germany, Marx and Engels feared
that, if a united party were set up, leadership of it might be seized
by the Lassalleans, because certain of the Eisenach leaders were
prepared to sacrifice programme and principle for the sake of
unity. On 20 June 1873 Engels wrote to Bebel giving his views on
overcoming the split in the working-class movement in general,
and in Germany in particular. The tactics of the struggle against
the influence of the Lassalleans, he wrote, lay not in winning over
individual members of their organisation. It presupposed, first
and foremost, acting upon the broad mass of workers, propagat-
ing the ideas of scientific socialism among them. The unification
of the Eisenach Party with the Lassallean General Association of
German Workers should be brought about on the basis of a
revolutionary programme, and in such a way as to prevent the
subversion of the movement’s socialist principles and aims by
reformist and sectarian dogmas. ‘There are circumstances in which
one must have the courage to sacrifice momentary success for more
important things’ (p. 512).

In their letters to the leaders of the German working-class
movement Marx and Engels stressed the need to fight for the
ideological soundness of the party, to overcome ideological
vacillations and accept responsibilities towards the international
working-class movement (Engels to Liebknecht, 18-22 May 1872,
and other letters).

The fate of the working-class movement in England, the
opportunities and prospects for the creation of a proletarian party
in the British Isles, was of constant concern to Marx and Engels.
In the early 1870s a reformist outlook was dominant in the
English working class. Its main vehicle was the labour aristocracy,
an influential and considerable section of the working class in
England. Marx and Engels were quick to understand the con-
sequences of reformism’s domination of the working-class move-
ment (see Engels’ letter to Hepner of 30 December 1872). The
labour aristocracy’s ideological dependence on the liberal bour-
geoisie was shown clearly in its attitude to the Paris Commune:
the English members of the General Council George Odger
and Benjamin Lucraft refused to show solidarity with the Com-
mune. Engels informed Cafiero of this on 28 July 1871: ‘... two
English members of the Council, who had been getting on too
close terms with the bourgeoisie, found our address on the civil
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war too strong and they withdrew’ (p. 186). A considerable
number of trades-union leaders, including several English work-
ing-class members of the International, were becoming typical
liberal politicians, many aspiring to parliamentary, state and
administrative posts.

Marx and Engels were sharply perceptive of the processes tak-
ing place in the English working-class movement, and were the
first to note the presence of the two tendencies, reformist and
revolutionary, and the growing influence of the bourgeoisified
upper layers of the proletariat. This added urgency to their
persistent efforts for an independent proletarian party that would
withstand the influence of reformism. The correspondence of
these years shows how consistently they continued to work in
England for the ideas and the influence of the International, ‘to
render it independent of the aristocracy of the working classes
and its acknowledged leaders’ (p. 147).

Marx and Engels had great hopes for the British Federal
Council of the International, set up in the autumn of 1871, which
they believed should become the nucleus of a future working-class
party. They criticised strongly the reformist wing of the British
Federation, which sought to limit the political struggle of the
working class exclusively to the struggle for parliamentary
representation, and denounced the so-called ‘acknowledged lead-
ers’ of the working class, ‘all of whom either have been bought
by the middle class or are begging them to make them an
offer’ (p. 383). Engels’ letters to Sorge of 21 September and
B October 1872 give a vivid description of the bitter struggle
which was taking place between the revolutionary and reformist
wings in the English sections of the International.

A large group of letters by Marx and Engels forms an important
source on the history of the International in the United States of
America.

In this period the working class in the USA continued to be
formed mostly by immigrants arriving from various European
countries. Its multinational composition and the differences in
language, traditions, customs, views and level of education made
the political cohesion of the proletariat difficult. The existing
organisation of the International was dominated by the German
and French sections, in which Lassallean and Proudhonist
influences were strong. In time the first sections of American-
born workers and members of the petty bourgeoisie appeared,
and also several Irish sections. Marx and Engels corresponded
with Friedrich Adolph Sorge, Carl Speyer, Friedrich Bolte and other
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members of the International in the USA. The prime task of the
American socialists, in the opinion of Marx and Engels, consisted
in overcoming national separateness and isolation from the broad
mass of workers which inevitably led to sectarianism. In a letter to
Bolte of 23 November 1871 Marx stressed: “The development
of socialist sectarianism and that of the real labour movement
always stand in indirect proportion to each other’ (p. 252). Marx
believed that the way to get rid of sectarianism was, first and
foremost, to work with the proletarian masses in the trades unions.
‘You must strive to win the support of the Trades Unions at all
costs, he wrote in a letter to Speyer of 10 November 1871
(p. 244). .

In his letter to Bolte Marx also touched on the problem of
creating a mass political organisation of the working class in
America: ‘Where the working class is not yet far enough advanced
in its organisation to undertake a decisive campaign against the
collective power, i.e. the political power, of the ruling classes, it
must at any rate be trained for this by continual agitation against,
and a hostile attitude towards, the polictes of the ruling classes’
(p. 258). Marx and Engels supported Sorge and other proletarian
revolutionaries in the USA in their struggle against bourgeois
reformers’ attempts to make use of the International’s organisa-
tions in America for their own purposes.

The transfer of the General Council to New York in the autumn
of 1872 greatly stimulated the working-class movement in the USA
and contributed to the spread of Marxism on the American
continent.

The defeat of the Paris Commune and the subsequent
persecution of members of the International considerably reduced
the number of Marx’s and Engels’ correspondents in France.
Government reprisals dealt a severe blow to the working-class
organisations and sections of the International Working Men’s
Association. Nevertheless, at the beginning of August 1871 the
General Council began to receive information about the renewal
of sections and the activity of syndicalist chambers. The ties of
local sections with Commune refugees who were members of the
General Council were being resumed.

The London Conference of 1871 gave new impetus to the
revival of the French sections, providing a realistic programme of
action to unite and reorganise the ranks of the working class. On
19 January 1872 Engels wrote to Lafargue: ‘In France Serraillier
is being amazingly active. Needless to say, the results he has
obtained are not for publication, but they are very good.
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Everywhere the sections are reforming under different names’
(p- 302). In his letter to Lafargue of 21 March Marx also
remarked upon the success of the International in France
following the London Conference (p. 346).

The majority of the French members of the International,
except Bakunin’s supporters and the Blanquists, who had broken
with the International Working Men’s Association, approved the
resolutions of the Hague Congress of 1872. ‘Despite the intrigues
of the Jurassians and the Blanquists things are going well in the
South,” Engels wrote to Sorge on 7 December 1872 (p. 454). But
in February 1873 the organisation of the International was again
crushed, after which it did not manage to recover. Analysing the
causes for the defeat of the French sections, Marx and Engels in
their letters to Sorge, Auguste Serraillier and others criticised the
voluntarist views of the Blanquists, discussed the prospects for the
development of the working-class movement in France and
expressed their conviction that it would be reborn in new forms.

The contents of this volume provide an insight into the work
Marx and Engels were doing to assist the proletarian movement in
Italy and Spain. The establishment of ties with the Italian and
Spanish working-class organisations involved a sharp ideological
struggle against the influence of anarchists and bourgeois republi-
cans. The main burden was shouldered by Engels, who was the
Corresponding Secretary of the General Council for Italy and
Spain. Following the transfer of the Council to New York in the
autumn of 1872, Engels continued as its representative to maintain
contacts with progressive members of the socialist and working-
class movement in these countries.

Engels’ correspondence with Italian revolutionaries was im-
portant as a means of conveying the ideas of scientific socialism to
Italy. His letters to the Italian socialist Carlo Cafiero were important.
In them Engels explained the nature of the International as a
broadly-based mass workers’ organisation alien to all sectarianism,
stressing that the task of the Association was to unite the workers
and draw up, by means of theoretical discussions, a truly
revolutionary programme.

In his letter to Cafiero of 28 July 1871 Engels defined the main
issues over which there was a struggle in the International and
contrasted the fundamental propositions of scientific socialism
with Bakuninist dogma and Mazzinist petty-bourgeois views.
In explaining the programmatic aims of the proletarian move-
ment and arguing the need for the working class to win state
power, Engels pointed out: ‘We must free ourselves from



XXX - Preface

landowners and capitalists, and for this end promote the devel-
opment of the associated classes of agricultural and industrial
workers and all the means of production, land, tools, machines,
raw materials and whatever means exist to support life during the
time necessary for production. ...And to bring this about we need
the political supremacy of the proletariat’ (p. 184). A considerable
part of this letter is devoted to a detailed criticismn of Mazzinism as
one of the trends of ‘vulgar democracy’, which strove to give the
workers some political rights ‘in order to preserve intact the social
privileges of the middle and upper classes’ (p. 185).

In criticising Mazzini’s views and condemning his attacks on the
International and the Paris Commune, Engels contrasted him with
another fighter for Italy’s national liberation, Giuseppe Garibaldi,
who openly sympathised with the International Working Men’s
Association and the Paris Communards (see Engels’ letter to Cuno,
13 November 1871).

Of considerable interest is Engels’ correspondence with the
German Social-Democrat Theodor Cuno, the organiser of a
section of the International in Milan. The comprehensive critique
of Bakuninism contained in Engels’ letter of 24 January 1872 was
of great help to Cuno in fighting the anarchists.

At this time Engels conducted a regular correspondence with
Enrico Bignami and Cesare Bert, helping them to activate the
sections of the International in Lodi and Turin. In a letter to the
Italian democrat and member of the workers’ movement Gennaro
Bovio of 16 April 1872, Engels expressed the profound idea that
the proletariat’s national and international tasks formed an organic
unity. He argued that ‘in the working-class movement true national
ideas, i.e. ideas corresponding to the economic realities, both in
industry and in agriculture, to the realities that are dominant in
the country in question, are, at the same time, true international
ideas’ (p. 355).

Engels’ ties with Spanish internationalists, first established even
before the Paris Commune, grew much stronger during the
period of the Commune and immediately after. Before the
London Conference Engels considered it his responsibility to
strengthen these contacts and keep his correspondents informed
about the International and the activity of the General Council.
He was greatly assisted in this by Lafargue, who moved to Madrid
in December 1871. Lafargue played an invaluable part in
criticising anarchist views, a struggle which became Engels’ main
preoccupation after the London Conference.

A result of the influence exerted on the leading representatives
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of the Spanish working-class movement by Marx and Engels was
the emergence of a group of proletarian revolutionaries (José
Mesa, Francisco Mora and others), who spread the ideas of
scientific socialism and resisted the influence of the anarchists. Its
newspaper was La Emancipacion and its organisational centre the
New Madrid Federation, founded in the summer of 1872.

Marx and Engels attached great importance to the revolutionary
movement in Russia, and made a deep study of the socio-economic
and political situation there. The letters reveal their connections
with progressive social and political figures and representatives of
different circles of Russian revolutionaries.

As the General Council's Corresponding Secretary for Russia,
Marx gave continuous assistance to the Russian section of the
International in Switzerland. He informed the Russian rev-
olutionaries of the situation in the Association and the decisions
of its Council and sent them the necessary documents. Marx
greatly valued the fact that during the bitter struggle against
anarchism the Russian section came out strongly against Bakunin
and supported the revolutionary-proletarian wing of the Interna-
tional. In his regular correspondence with Nikolai Utin (Outine),
one of the leaders of the Russian section, Marx discussed the
essence of the ideological differences with the anarchists and the
splitting activities of Bakunin’s Alliance.

The close attention Marx and Engels paid to Russia and their
friendly contacts with progressive people there are exemplified by
Marx’s letters to Nikolai Danielson and Engels’ to Pyotr Lavrov
published in this volume. By this time Marx could read Russian
scientific and socio-political literature in the original sufficiently
to delve more deeply into the problems of Russia’s social and
political development. He wrote to Sigfrid Meyer on 21 January
1871: ‘The result was worth the effort that 2 man of my age must
make to master a language differing so greatly from the classical,
Germanic and Romance languages. The intellectual movement
now taking place in Russia testifies to the fact that things are
seething deep below the surface. Minds are always connected by
invisible threads with the body of the people’ (p. 105). Through
Danielson Marx sent General Council documents to Russia and
received essential material, books and journals. From Marx’s
letters it is clear that he studied the works of N. Flerovsky
(pseudonym of Vasily Bervi) and Nikolai Chernyshevsky, for
whom he had the deepest respect. He referred to Cher-
nyshevsky’s economic works as excellent (p. 105). On receiv-
ing from Danielson the manuscript of Chernyshevsky’s Letters
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Without an Address Marx tried to get it printed, regarding it as an
extremely important work (p. 457). It was at this time that Marx
conceived the idea, as can be seen from his letters to Danielson of
12 December 1872 and 18 January 1873, of writing a biography
of the great Russian revolutionary democrat and socialist. Marx
also highly valued the work of Chernyshevsky’s comrade-in-arms,
Nikolai Dobrolyubov (see his letter to Danielson of 9 November
1871, p. 238).

Marx and Engels established particularly close relations with the
Russian revolutionary Hermann Lopatin, a member of the
General Council of the International, whom they also greatly
respected. Very often in his letters to Danielson Marx enquired
anxiously about Lopatin, who was arrested at the beginning of the
1870s in connection with the attempt to help Chernyshevsky
escape from exile in Siberia. ‘The fate of our dear ‘“mutual
friend” has been of the very greatest interest to my entire family,’
Marx wrote on 12 December 1872 (p. 456). The news that
Lopatin had succeeded in escaping from prison in Irkutsk in the
summer of 1873 was received joyfully in Marx’s home.

The revolutionary movement in Russia, which was steadily
gaining strength, was regarded by Marx and Engels as an
important indication of the maturing in that country of a popular
revolution against tsarism. They saw the participants in this
movement as the direct allies of the European proletariat. ‘In
Russia,’ Marx wrote to Thomas Allsop on 23 December 1873,
‘...the elements of a general convulsion are accumulating’ (p. 551).
Convinced of the inevitability of a Russian revolution, Marx and
Engels believed that jt would lead to a radical change in the
international situation and help the working class of the capitalist
countries to achieve its aims.

The Hague Congress of 1872 was in fact the last congress of the
International Working Men’s Association. Later some of the
federations temporarily followed the anarchists, who set up their
own short-lived international association; the majority of the
federations, however, now had to tackle the complex task of
creating a proletarian party in their respective countries. In its
former organisational forms the International had exhausted its
role; it had created a firm ideological basis for the formation of
proletarian parties bound together by a common ultimate aim and
an understanding of the need for the international unity of the
working class. ‘As I view European conditions,” Marx wrote to
Sorge on 27 September 1873, ‘it is quite useful to let the formal
organisation of the International recede into the background for



Preface XXXIII

the time being... Events and the inevitable development and
intertwining of things will of themselves see to it that the
International rises again in an improved form’ (p. 535).

By the end of 1873 the International had in effect retired from
this historical arena. The activity of its organisations had ceased
almost everywhere, although the final decision as to its dissolution
was taken at the conference in Philadelphia on 15 July 1876. One
of the finest phases of Marx’s activity ended. Commenting on the
historic role played by the International, Engels wrote to Sorge
on 12-17 September 1874 that for ten years the International had
dominated one side of European history, that which moulded the
future, and it could look back to its work with pride (see present
edition, Vol. 45).

Lenin also frequently stressed the tremendous significance of
the International in the history of the struggle of the proletariat.
The First International, he pointed out, ‘laid the foundation of an
international organisation of the workers for the preparation of
their revolutionary attack on capital’ (V. I. Lenin, Collected Works,
Vol. 29, p. 306).

In spite of the heavy burden of International business, Marx
and Engels continued their intense theoretical activity. The
correspondence in this volume enables one to trace the writing by
Marx and Engels of several important works. Apart from those
mentioned above, they include the preface by Marx and Engels to
the 1872 German edition of the Manifesto of the Communist Party
and Engels’ work The Housing Question. Engels’ letter to Marx
of 30 May 1873 contains the first outline of the philosophical
work planned by him, Dialectics of Nature (see this volume,
pp- 500-03).

As can be seen from the letters, Marx attached particular
importance to the completion of his major work, Capital, and the
perfecting of Volume I of it, which had been published in 1867.

In the 1870s the demand for Capital among the workers grew.
The influence of the ideas of scientific socialism amongst the
working class, particularly after the Paris Commune, as well as the
need to counteract petty-bourgeois ideology, impelled Marx to
prepare a second German edition of Capital (see Engels’ letters to
Liebknecht and Lafargue of 15 and 30 December 1871, this
volume, pp. 282, 286).

From Marx’s correspondence for this period it is clear that he
invested a great deal of work making changes both in the
structure and in the subject matter itself.

With respect to Marx’s work on the second German edition of

2-556
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Volume 1 of Capital, his daughter Jenny wrote on 22 january
1872 to Kugelmann: ‘In the first chapter he has made great
alterations, and what is more important, he himself is satisfied
(which does not happen often) with these alterations. The work he
has done these last few weeks is immense, and it is really a wonder
that his health ... has not given way under it’ (p. 574). The second
German edition of Volume I of Capital, which came out in
1872-73, in a large edition for those days (three thousand copies),
was a most important event.

The authorised edition of Volume I of Capital in French was
intended to make Marx’s economic theory accessible to the
workers not only of France, but also of other Romance countries.

The French edition of Capital was published in instalments over
the period 17 September 1872 to November 1875. The letters
testify to Marx’s intense, painstaking work to polish the transla-
tion made by Joseph Roy, and also to revise in part the origi-
nal itself. ‘He [Mr Roy] has often translated too literally,” Marx
wrote to Danielson on 28 May 1872. ‘1 have therefore found
myself compelled to re-write whole passages in French, to make
them palatable to the French public. It will be all the easier later
on to translate the book from French into English and the
Romance languages’ (p. 385).

Marx gave serious attention to the preparation of a Russian
edition of Volume I of Capital Its publication in March 1872 had
great impact on the development of progressive social thought in
Russia. The Russian edition was the first translation into a foreign
language of this brilliant work, and Marx had a very high opinion
of it. On 28 May 1872 he wrote to Danielson: ‘First of all, my best
thanks for the beautifully bound copy. The translation is masterly. 1
would be grateful if you could let me have a second, unbound
copy—for the British Museum’ (p. 385). Engels also praised the
Russian translation. He considered this edition highly important
for educating Russian revolutionaries. ‘As far as talent and
character are concerned some of these are absolutely among the
very best in our party,’” he stressed in a letter to Johann Philipp
Becker of 14 June 1872 (p. 396).

The volume concludes the publication of that section of Marx’s
and Engels’ correspondence (begun in Volume 42) which belongs
to the period of their activity as leaders of the First International.

The letters bring out characteristic features of the creative
collaboration of Marx and Engels, and also their relations with
followers and associates. Engels’ letter to his mother of 21 October
1871 testifies to his unshakable loyalty to his revolutionary
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convictions and readiness to defend them come what may. The
reader can learn much about the lives of Marx’s daughters. Thus,
a number of letters describe the dangers and deprivations
endured by Marx’s middle daughter, Laura, the wife of Paul
Lafargue, who shared her husband’s fate as a political exile; and
the police harassment of his eldest and youngest daughters,
Jenny and Eleanor, during their stay in the south of France. This
biographical material is supplemented by letters from the mem-
bers of Marx’s family contained in the Appendices.

* ok ok

Volume 44 contains 326 letters of Marx and Engels, of which
197 are published in English for the first time and 131 were
published in this language earlier, 52 of them in part only. Of the
documents published in the Appendices, 10 appear in English for
the first time. Previous English publications are mentioned in the
Notes.

Obvious slips of the pen have been corrected without special
mention. Proper names, geographical names and individual words
contracted by the authors are given in full, except in cases when
these contractions were made for the sake of conspiracy or cannot be
deciphered. Defects in the manuscript are indicated in the footnotes,
and passages with lost or illegible words are denoted by omission
marks. If the text makes it possible to give a hypothetical
reconstruction of the lost or illegible words, this reconstruction is
given in square brackets. Passages crossed out by the authors are
reproduced—in the footnotes—only when they represent impor-
tant variant readings. If a letter is a draft or a fragment reproduced
in another document, this is marked either in the text itself or in the
Notes.

Foreign words and expressions in the text of the letters are
retained in the form in which they were used by the authors, with
a translation where necessary in the footnotes, and are italicised (if
underlined by the authors, they are given in spaced italics).
English words and expressions used by Marx and Engels in texts
written in German, French and other languages are printed in
small caps. Longer passages written in English in the original are
placed in asterisks.

The numbers of notes relating to one and the same fact or
event in the texts of different letters are duplicated.

In the course of work on the text and apparatus of this volume

bAl
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the dating of certain letters has been clarified as a result of
additional research.

The text and Notes were prepared by Galina Kostryukova
(letters from 20 July 1870 to 4 May 1871), Galina Voitenkova
(letters from 5 May 1871 to 30 December 1871) and Natalia
Sayenko (letters from January 1872 to December 1873 and also
the letters in the Appendices) (Institute of Marxism-Leninism of
the CC CPSU). The Preface was written by Natalia Sayenko.
The volume was edited by Lev Golman, Velta Pospelova, and
Tatiana Yeremeyeva, the Name Index, the Index of Quoted and
Mentioned Literature and the Index of Periodicals were prepared
by Andrei Pozdnyakov (Institute of Marxism-Leninism).

The translations were made by Rodney Livingstone and edited by
Nicholas Jacobs (Lawrence & Wishart), K. M. Cook, Stephen Smith,
Elena Chistyakova, Svetlana Gerasimenko and Victor Schnittke
(Progress Publishers) and scientific editors Vladimir Mosolov
(Institute of Marxism-Leninism) and Norire Ter-Akopyan (USSR
Academy of Sciences).

The volume was prepared for the press by the editor Elena
Krishtof (Progress Publishers).
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MARX TO ENGELS'
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 20 July 1870

Dear Freb,

Enclosed a letter from Kugelmann? which significantly clarifies
the political mysTeriEs of the present war.? He is in the right with his
criticism of the proclamation of the Brunswick meeting® soME copIEs
of which I enclose. I am also sending you the Réveil* You will find
in it the first half of the acte d’accusation® presented before the
Supreme Court at Blois®; what a poor figure the French
CONSPIRATORS cut, compared to the Fenians,? as they transform
themselves into mouchards® without the least provocation. The
paper is also interesting on account of the leading article by old
Delescluze. Although he is opposed to the government, it’s just
unadulterated chauvinism, car la France est le seul pays de lidée®
(namely, the idea it has of itself). These republican chauvinists are
only indignant because the actual incarnation of their idol—
Louis Bonaparte with his long nose and his stock exchange rigging
—does not correspond to their rancy. The French deserve a good
hiding. If the Prussians win, then centralisation of the sTaTe power
will be beneficial for the centralisation of the German working
class. German predominance would then shift the centre of gravity
of the West European workers’ movement from France to
Germany, and you need only to compare developments in the two
countries from 1866 to the present day to realise that the German
working class is superior to the French both in theory and

a ‘Proletarier aller Linder vereinigt Euch!’, Der Volksstaat, No. 58, 20 July
1870, - b bill of indictment - ¢ spies - 4 for France is the only nation of the Idea
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organisation. Its predominance over the French on the interna-
tional stage would also mean the predominance of our theory over
Proudhon’s, etc.

Finally, 1 enclose a review of my book from Hildebrand’s journal
for economics and statistics.® The state of my health does not
really predispose me to merriment, but this essay brought the
tears to my eyes, bona fide tears of laughter. With the reaction and
the pownraLL of the heroic age of philosophy in Germany, the ‘petty
bourgeois’ latent in the German citizen has once again come to the
fore—in philosophy nonsense worthy of Moses Mendelssohn;
the smart-alecky, bad-tempered carping of wiseacres and know-
alls. And they now want to dissolve political economy into a lot of
rubbish about legal concepts! That goes one better than the
‘logarithm of stimuli’.” As Schiller, a competent judge in this
sphere, has already noted, the philistine resolves all questions by
making them ‘a matter of conscience’.

Apropos! A Yankee journaL which I was reading yesterday in the
Central Council is publishing a series of articles about capital, etc.
It refers to my book” among others. According to them I believe
that the worker must work for a certain portion of the day for his
own needs, and that therefore the work over and above that time,
which 1 call surerus Lasour, forms the surplus value and hence the
source of profit, etc. There is something in this, no doubt, they
continue, but it is not the. whole truth. For instance, the goods
produced by a manufacturer=0 for him until they have been sold.
Let us assume then that the rearL varve (he means cost price) of
clothes, etc.=a. By selling them to the merchant the manufacturer
adds b, and this is then increased by ¢ by the different
businessmen through whose hands the articles pass.

Therefore: varve=a. The increments=b+c.  VaLue IN USE,
THEREFORE, = a+ b+ c. Therefore, surplus value=excess of use value (!)
over value. This really beats the ‘FormMuLeE’ which Frankel learnt in
Paris! ®

Just interrupted while writing. Taran,® the French Italian, drove
up in a cas (he’s the man from The Pall Mall Gazette). He brought
back the things by Lassalle, etc., that I had lent him. He is going
to Paris as war-correspondent. Inquired whether I would like to go
to Prussia in that capacity, or if not, whether I could propose
anyone else. Through him I am now so Far in contact with the Pall

2 [H. K. F. Rosler,] ‘Karl Marx. Das Kapital. Kritik der politischen Oekonomie’,
Jahrbiicher fiir Nationalikonomie und Statistik, Vol. 12, Jena, 1869. -  Volume I of
Capital - < Nicolas Léon Thieblin
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Mall that if 1 want to write soMeTHING political or you SOMETHING
military during the farce, it would be accepted and paid for ixto
THE BARGAIN.

Yesterday I heard from Perret in Geneva that our resolution?
granting recognition to the Genevan Comité Fédéral Romand, in
preference to the counter-committee formed by Bakunin, came
like a bombshell to the fellows.” They telegraphed Bakunin at
once. At the next congress the GeneraL Councit is to be put in the
dock on account of this coup. It is now absolutely essential that
Dupont should at long last send me the cores of our resolutions®
concerning the Arriance.'® Do press him on this score immédiatement
and sérieusement in my name.

The GeneraL CounciL yesterday commissioned me to draw up an
address.” By no means welcome 1n My present sTaTE of liver troubles
and puLiness. If it does not improve, Allen and Maddison, whom 1
saw yesterday, advise me to go to the seaside, the East coast of
England, in fact, because it’s fresher there.

BEest coMPLIMENTS TO MRs Lizzy AND FRIENDS.

Your
K. M.

Apropos! Hasn’t Wilhelm’s? stupidity excelled itself in his last
Volksstaat ? ©

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . L

Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English in full for the
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 first time

2 K. Marx, ‘General Council Resolution on the Federal Committee of Romance
Switzerland'. - b K. Marx, ‘The International Working Men’s Association and the
International Alliance of Socialist Democracy’, ‘The General Council of the
International Working Men’s Association to the Central Bureau of the Internation-
al Alliance of Socialist Democracy’. - ¢ K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council
of the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian War'. -
d Wilhelm Liebknecht’s - ¢ This presumably refers to the ‘Politische Uebersicht’
column in Der Volksstaat, No. 57, 17 July 1870.
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2

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 22 July 1870

Dear Moor,

Three cheers for Kugelmann! 1t is obvious that he did not go to
school for nothing. His hypothesis is very much in the spirit of the
protagonists and explains everything.” If it is correct in actual fact,
then Bismarck at least has bitten off more than he can chew.
Those worthies have obviously managed to set off a full-scale
national war in Germany. The numerous tdtonnements® with
regard to the cession of German territory, Luxembourg, etc., by
which means Louis Bonaparte tried, as usual, to accustom the
public in advance to the approaching fait accompli, have had quite
the opposite effect on ordinary Germans. They have obviously
made up their minds this time to put a stop to all such tricks once
and for all. This being so, and considering the attitude of the two
armies and of stubborn old William, a pretend-war is not possible.
On ira au fond*

The sudden vacillation and uncertainty evident in the French
operations—obviously planned for the middle of this week—is
proof that Louis Bonaparte realises how badly he has miscalcu-
lated. The swift intervention of the South Germans and then the
certainty that he will have the whole German people on his hands
has frustrated the attempt to launch a surprise attack on Mainz
with his artillery and then to form a spearhead in the direction of
Wuarzburg, with no more than half his forces mobilised. If he can now
attack at all, he will have to deploy all his forces. But there’s still
time for that. The order to form the fourth regimental battalions
did not go out before the 15th or 16th. Their units consist of four
companies of the three field battalions of each regiment, so they
must first be increased to 6-8 companies and supplemented by
reserves. The men on leave were called up in Paris on the 19th and
20th, the trained reserves on 21 and 22 July, and the untrained
reserves receive their papers tomorrow. The regiments will not be
complete until the first two categories have joined them. And this

a See previous letter. - b feelers - ¢ William I - d It will be fought to the bitter end.
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means that—skirmishes apart—the campaign will have to be
delayed to the middle of next week at the earliest. By then,
however, the Germans may be so strong that Bonaparte will find it
necessary to await the fourth battalions, and that means a delay of
another 8-14 days. And by then he’ll be foutu®

Yesterday 1 was told by a local German philistine that he had
been travelling on a train in Westphalia last Saturday with a
Prussian general who had taken him for an Englishman and had
spoken to him in English. He said: *‘It is true enough, we are
about ten days behindhand, but if during ten days you do not
hear that we have suffered a great defeat, we shall soon have your
sympathies.”* On being asked what he meant, he said: *‘The
sympathies of the English, you know, are always on the side of
success.” *

Mobilisation began on the 16th in Northern Germany and on
the 17th in Bavaria. The reserves and Landwehr ' infantry can be
at the ready in about 8 days and the rest will be available about
13 days from the start of mobilisation. That means that the entire
infantry will be ready on the 25th and everything else on the 30th.
But since the reserves are joining up in great numbers without
being ordered to, the field army will be ready even sooner. It is
certain that the 7th, 8th, 11th and 12th army corps are standing
on the Rhine. The Guard has also left Berlin, as I hear from
Borchardt who arrived from there yesterday. I suppose it is on its
way to Bavaria to serve under the handsome Crown Prince.” The
transport of troops from the East through Berlin was due to begin
yesterday. From Sunday or Monday on Bonaparte will be able to
occupy the Palatinate at the most, but he will no longer be able to
cross the Rhine unless the other side makes crass errors. From the
end of next week the Germans can attack and start an army
rolling towards France that will smash everything Bonaparte can
put in its way, albeit after fierce battles. As things stand at present,
I do not believe that the campaign can possibly end well for
Bonaparte.

I suppose I would like to write 2 articles weekly on the war for
The Pall Mall Gazette for good cash payment.'? T shall do a trial
piece on military organisation. 3-4 guineas per article ought to be
right; the Guardian® used to pay me 2 guineas and would have
paid even more."”® If you can arrange that tomorrow, let me know
right away. To go to the Prussian headquarters as a correspondent

2 finished - ® Frederick William - ¢ The Manchester Guardian
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has all sorts of drawbacks, the chief one being called Stieber, and
besides I would have a less criticial vantage-point there than here.

You can see from the enclosed cuttings what we have been
engaged on here. The Guardian report is by us'¥; what a
PENNY-a-LINER makes of it is shown by the accompanying report from
the Courier®*—enough to make you die laughing. It must be the
first time that French workers have been fanatically applauded by
German philistines and shop-assistants in Manchester.

I have written to Dupont and intend to see him this evening.

Where do you plan to go to the seasie? South of the Humber
there is nothing on the east coast. To the north there is
Scarborough—dear and crowded, and Bridlington Quay. If you
decide on the latter, we could meet there. I shall send you the £40
as soon as you wish.

I wish the damned panic would abate somewhat; I need to sell
SOINE SHARES.

I have saved Résler up for later.”

The last issue of Wilhelm’s Volksstaat has not reached me
Particularly annoying at the present time.

Best greetings to you all from Lizzie and myself.

Your
F. E.

Kugelmann returned herewith.

Did you read how Bonaparte is now flirting with the Marseillaise
and the noble Thérésa? gives a performance of it every evening
with her grosse voix de sapeur?

The Marseillaise sung by Thérésa—that is the spitting image of
Bonapartism. Ugh! :

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel  zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, , i . .
Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English for the first
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 ume

2 ‘Meeting of Germans in Manchester’, The Manchester Courier, No. 4272, 22 July
1870. - b [H. K. F. Rosler,] ‘Karl Marx. Das Kapital. Kritik der politischen
Oekonomie’. See this volume, p. 4. - ¢ See this volume, p. 5. - ¢ Emma Valadon -
¢ loud trooper’s voice
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MARX TO EUGEN OSWALD
IN LONDON

[(London,] 26 Jury 1870
1 Maitland Park Road,
Haverstock Hill, N.W.

Dear Sir,

I must first of all ask your forgiveness for my delay in replying
to you. Your letter arrived on Thursday® at 6 p.m.; I had just left
London for a Ttrip IN the country.

However, 1 would not have been able to join in a public
Address'® because the General Council of the International
Working Men’s Association, of which I am a member, had already
charged me with the task of composing a similar Address.” The
piece had been written already, submitted for discussion and was
approved unanimously last Tuesday. It was to have appeared in
The Times today, but was suppressed, probably because it
contained a hit at Russia However, there is some prospect of its
appearing in the Pall Mall® Paris is now in a state of siege. We
have organs at our disposal in all other West European countries
and in the United States.

Should the Address be published here you will discover that its
political viewpoint (and it is this we are concerned with in the first
instance) coincides with your own, however widely our social views
may diverge. At aLLEvenTs, I am convinced that a genuine power of
resistance to the return of national antagonisms and the entire
system of present-day diplomacy can only be found in the working
class.

However that may be, I am quite prepared to have further
discussions on this important subject. Please let me know whether
and when you might honour me with a visit, or when I can find
you at home.

Yours sincerely,

Karl Marx
First published, in the language of the Printed according to the original
original (German) and in Russian, in . . . .
Voprosy istorii KPSS, No. 2, Moscow, 1958 Published in English for the first

time
2 21 July - b K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the Internation-

al Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian War’. - ¢ “‘Working Men and
the War. London, July 23, 1870°, The Pall Mall Gazette, No. 1702, 28 July 1870.
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MARX TO ENGELS®®
IN MANCHESTER

{London,] 28 July 1870

Dear Frip,

I forwarded your article® at once to the Pall Mall Emtor
(F. Greenwood), with the request to return it immediately if he
does not wish to print it. I have no doubt that, in that event, we
could place it with The Times or The Daily News.

The Times had given us every reason, via Eccarius, to believe it
would print our (i.e. the International’s) Avpress.” It did not appear,
probably because of a muiT aT Russia. Whereupon (Monpay Last) 1
sent the thing off without delay to the Pall Mall and also wrote to
the Eprtor,'” in accordance with the agreement with their war
corReSPONDENT (Thieblin, now in Luxembourg), about the wmiLiTary
CORRESPONDENCE. Requested an answer. No rerLy. Nor was the Address
printed. So today on sendin% your article to the Eprror of the Pall
Mall, 1 wrote a curt letter,!’ SPEAKING ONLY OF THE MILITARY CORRESPON-
pence, i.e. 1 simply asked whether yes or no.

Last Tuesday the General Council ordered a thousand cories of
the Address to be run off. Today I expect the page proofs.

The singing of the Marseillaise in France is a parody just like
the whole Seconp Ewmrire. But the dog? at least feels that ‘Partant
pour la Syrie"s wourp NoT po. In Prussia, on the other hand, such
buffoonery is not necessary. ‘Lord, in Thee is all my trust’,'® sung
by William I, with Bismarck on the right and Stieber on the left, is
the German Marseillaise! As in 1812 sqq. The German philistine
seems fairly enraptured, now that he can give free vent to his
innate servility. Who would have thought it possible that 22 years
after 1848 a national war in Germany would be given such
theoretical expression!

Fortunately, this whole demonstration stems from the middle
class. The working class, with the exception of the direct adherents
of Schweitzer, takes no part in it. And fortunately, the war oF cLaAssES

a F. Engels, Notes on the War—I. -b K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General
Council of the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian
War'. - ¢ 25 July - 4 Napoleon 111
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in both countries, France and Germany, is so far advanced that no
war ABROAD can seriously turn back the wheel of history.

By publishing the treaty (on Belgium), Bismarck too has
overstepped the mark.** Even London respectasiity no longer
ventures to talk of the integrity of Prussia. Macaire et Co.!
Incidentally, shortly before 1866, I recollect reading articles in the
organ of the worthy Brass® and in the Kreuz-Zeitung, in which
Belgium was denounced as a ‘nest of Jacobins’ () and its
annexation by France was recommended. On the other hand, the
moral indignation of John Bull is no less comic! RIGHT oF TREATIES!
THe peviL! After all, it was Palmerston who made it a maxim of
English policy that when you solemnly conclude a treaty, you do
not necessarily swear to abide by it, and England has acted
accordingly ever since 1830! ON aLL sipes, nothing but war and
immorality.

Charming of the Kreuz-Zeitung to demand that England should
refuse to supply the French with coal, i.e. that she should violate
the Anglo-French commercial treaty, i.e. declare war on France.”!
That coal can be a military commodity is a fact that was vividly
brought home to Pam”® by the opposition at the time. He fobbed
them off with bad jokes. So the point is one that was by no means
overlooked when the treaty was concluded. Urquhart wrote fierce
denunciations about it during the negotiations. So if England does
not declare war de prime abord® she must continue to supply the
French with coal. As far as a declaration of war is concerned, that
could produce some extremely serious ill-feeling between the
rowirRs THAT BE and the London proletariat. The mood of the
workers here is pecibEDLY against such ostentatious gestures.?

At last a letter from the Russians in Geneva.?® 1 enclose it.
Return it soon, sav Monpay xext,* since I have to reply.

From the enclosed letter by E. Oswald (an Urquhartite, but
relatively rationalised in a continental spirit), you can see that even
the democrats wish to do something."® I have written to him*® that
I have already signed an Address of the InTernaTionaL which, as far
as the purely political aspect is concerned, puts forward essentially
similar views. In further letters, yesterday and today, he insists that I
should attend their MeeTinG in his house this afternoon. (He lives very
near here.) He also sends me an extract from a letter by Louis Blanc.

a Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung - b Palmerston - ¢ from the very outset -
d 1 August - ¢ See previous letter.
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However, I cannot possibly go at the moment. Who can guarantee
that where Louis Blanc is, Karl Blind won’t turn up also?

I intend to go to Smith right away about the house.*

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
. . Bd. 1V .
Torq B und K Mar BA. 1V, Stuugart, Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO PAUL AND LAURA LAFARGUE?®
IN PARIS

[London,] 28 July 1870
My dear children,

You must excuse the long delay of my answer. You know I
cannot stand heat. It weighs down my energies. On the other
hand, 1 was overwhelmed with business, the German ‘friends’
firing at me a mitrailleuse®® of letters which, under present
circumstances, I could not decline answering at once.

You want of course to hear something of the war. So much is
sure that L. Bonaparte has already missed his first opportunity.
You understand that his first plan was to take the Prussians
unawares and get the better of them by surprise. It is, in point of
fact, much easier to get the French army—a mere soldiers’ army
till now—ready than the Prussian one which consists largely of the
civilian element forming the Landwehr.'' Hence, if Bonaparte, as
he at first intended, had made a dash even with half-collected
forces, he might have succeeded to surprise the fortress of
Mayence, to push simultaneously forward in the direction of
Wiirzburg, thus to separate Northern from Southern Germany,
and so throw consternation amidst the camp of his adversaries.
However, he has allowed this opportunity to slip. He saw
unmistakable signs of the national character of the war in
Germany and was stunned by the unanimous, quick, immediate
adhesion of Southern Germany to Prussia. His habitude of
hesitation, so much adapted to his old trade of conspirator
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planning coup d’état and plebiscites, got the upper hand, but this
method will not do for war, which demands quick and unwavering
resolution. He let his first plan slip and resolved to collect his full
forces. Thus he lost his advantage of a first start, of surprise, while
the Prussians have gained all the time necessary for mobilising
their forces. Hence you may say that Bonaparte has already lost
his first campaign.?’

Whatever may now be the first incidents of the war, it will
become extremely serious. Even a first great French victory would
decide nothing, because the French army will now find on its way
three great fortresses, Mayence, Coblenz, and Cologne, ready for a
protracted defence. In the long run, Prussia has greater military
forces to her disposal than Bonaparte. It may even be that on one
side or the other she will be able to cross the French frontier and
make ‘le sol sacré de la patrie™ —according to the chauvinists of the
Corps Législatif this sol sacré is situated only on the French side of
the Rhine—the theatre of war!

Both nations remind me of the anecdote of the two Russian
noblemen accompanied by two Jews, their serfs. Nobleman A
strikes the Jew of Nobleman B, and B answers: ‘Schligst Du
meinen Jud, schlag ich deinen Jud.’® So both nations seem
reconciled to their despots by being allowed, each of them, to strike
at the despot of the other nation.

In Germany the war is considered as a national war, because it is a
war of defence. The middle class (not to speak of the Krautjunker-
tum®) overdoes itself in manifestations of loyalty. One believes
himself taken back to the times of 1812 sqq ‘fiir Gott, Konig und
Vaterland’® with the old donkey Arndt’s: ‘Was ist des Teutschen
Vaterland’ “!

The singing of the Marseillaise at the bidding of the man of
December’® is of course a parody, like the whole history of the
Second Empire. Still it shows that he feels that ‘Partant pour la
S)vr'ie"s would not do for the occasion. On the other hand, that old
damned ass, Wilhelm ‘Annexander’® sings ‘Jesus meine Zuver-
sicht’'%; flanked on the one side by ‘larron’" Bismarck and on the
other, by the ‘policier’ Stieber!

On both sides it is a disgusting exhibition.

a the sacred soil of the mother country -t ‘If you strike my Jew, I'll strike
yours.’ - ¢ the rural squires - 4 ‘for God, King and Fatherland’ - ¢ ‘The German’s
Fatherland, What Is It?, a line from E. M. Arndt’s poem ‘Des Teutschen Vaterland’,
published in Lieder fiir Teutsche. - f Napoleon III - & i.e. William I. A coinage of two
words ‘annexation’ and ‘Alexander’ is an allusion to Alexander of Macedon. -
h scoundrel
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Still there is this consolation, that the workmen protest in
Germany as in France. In point of fact the war of classes in both
countries is too far developed to allow any political war whatever
to roll back for long time the wheel of history. I believe, on the
contrary, that the present war will produce results not at all
expected by the ‘officials’ on both sides.

I enclose two cuts from Liebknecht’s Volksstaat. You will see that
he and Bebel behaved exceedingly well in the Reichstag.®

For my own part, I should like that both, Prussians and French,
thrashed each other alternately, and that—as I believe will be the
case—the Germans got ultimately the better of it. I wish this,
because the definite defeat of Bonaparte is likely to provoke
Revolution in France, while the definite defeat of the Germans
would only protract the present state of things for 20 years.

The English upper classes are full of moral indignation against
Bonaparte at whose feet they have fawned for 18 years. Then they
wanted him as the saviour of their privileges, of rents and profits.
At the same time, they know the man to be seated on a volcano
the which unpleasant position forces him to trouble peace
periodically, and makes him—beside his parvenuship—an un-
pleasant bedfellow. Now they hope that to solid Prussia, protestant
Prussia, Prussia backed by Russia, will fall the part of keeping
down revolution in Europe. It would for them be a safer and
more respectable policeman.

As to the English workmen, they hate Bonaparte more than
Bismarck, principally because he is the aggressor. At the same
time they say: ‘The plague on both your houses’,” and if the
English oligarchy, as it seems very inclined, should take part in the
war against France, there will be a ‘tuck’ at London. For my own
part, I do everything in my power, through the means of the
International, to stimulate this ‘neutrality’ spirit and to baffle the
‘paid’ (paid by the ‘respectables’) leaders of the English working
class who strain every nerve to mislead them.

I hope the measures as to the houses within the fortification
rayon will not hurt you.?

Thousand kisses to my sweet little Schnaps.”

Yours devotedly,
Old Nick*

First published, in Russian, in Voprosy Reproduced from the original
istorit KPSS, No. 1, Moscow, 1957

a Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, Act I1I, Scene 1. - b Charles Etienne Lafargue -
¢ Marx’s family nickname
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 29 July 1870

Dear Frep,

You will see from the enclosed that so Far the Pall Mall business
is quite satisfactory and your first article® will appear this evening.
The only reason for displeasure is that Mk Greenwood (to whom I
have not yet mentioned your name, By THE BY) has made no
reference to the 1erMs even though IN My FIRsT LETTER TO HIM | made a
specific inquiry about them."” On the other hand, Thieblin (i.e.
Taran) said to me on his departure for the Continent and at his
LEAVETAKING from me that payment was made as a matter of course
at the end of each month.

At all events it seems to me wisest To co oN for a few more
articles so that we have a firm case before issuing an offICIAL NOTE
on this punctum.

I went to see Smith* yesterday. I learned there that no one in
London made inquiries about you in Manchester, because your
LANDLORD also has a sEaT near Manchester and desired to make his
own inquiry there. However, it would be better to write to him
and speed the matter up. At all events I understand that no ‘third
party’ has intervened.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. E K. M Bd. IV, S , . R . .
lglsngels und e tuttgart Published in English for the first

time

a F. Engels, Notes on the War—1 - point
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT

IN LEIPZIG

[London,] 29 July 1870

Dear LiBrary,?

Enclosed an extract from the Manifesto of the Generar CounciL
taken from The Pall Mall Gazette of 28 July.®

Be so good as to insert a note in your translation in the
Volksstaat that you received the Manifesto in English*® This will
indicate to our other correspondents that we had no time to send
them translations.

Last Tuesday® I translated the Reichstag protest of Bebel and
yourself into English for the Generar Councit. It was received with
great acclamation.®

One further matter. Mr Karl Blind made a patriotic speech to a
German meeting in the Sports Hall; this comedian represented as
a vital, world-shaking event the fact that he, the German Brutus,
had suspended his republicanism, sacrificing it on the altar of the
fatherland for the duration of the war. That was Act L

Act II: Karl Blind gives an account in his own hand in the
London Deutsche Post of that same meeting, whose size, impor-
tance, etc., he exaggerates in his usual manner.

Act III: Karl Blind writes an anonymous letter? to The Daily
News, in which he movingly depicts the overwhelming impact on
the whole of Germany of the great speech made by Karl Blind at
the meeting in the Sports Hall. All the German papers, he claims,
have reproduced it. One of them, the Berlin Volks-Zeitung, even
ventured (1) to print it in its entirety. (The fellow is a correspon-
dent of the Volks-Zeitung.) Neither did Viennese papers allow the
great event to pass them by without trace. (The fellow sent in a
report himself to the Neue Freie Presse.)

This is just one of a thousand instances in which this ant-lion

a Nickname given to Wilhelm Liebknecht by Marx’s daughters. - b K. Marx, ‘First
Address of the General Council of the International Working Men’s Association on
the Franco-Prussian War’. - ¢ 26 July - 4 ‘Karl Blind’s Speech on the War’, The Daily
News, No. 7561, 25 July 1870. - € Neue Freie Presse, No. 2121, 25 July 1870.
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strives to gull the English into believing that he is a sort of
German Mazzini.
Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published, in Russian, in Marx- Printed according to the original

Engels Archives, Vol. I (VI), Moscow, 1932 . . . .
Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 31 July 1870

Dear Moor,

Enclosed you will find the plan of the Prussian campaign.” Please
get a caB immediately and take it round to The Pall Mall Gazette, so
that it can come out on Monday evening. It will make me and the
P.M.G. tremendously famous. By Tuesday matters may have
developed to the point where any ass can figure the business out. 1
do not know whether my No. II1® appeared on Saturday as the
P.M.G. has not reached the clubs here yet. I am building a fair
amount on this business, as it really wasn’t easy to guess the plan.
The deciding factor was the news that a cousin of Gumpert’s, a
company commander in the 77th regiment, the vanguard of the
7th Army Corps, set off from Aachen for Trier on 27 July. When
I heard that everything fell into place.

In addition, it is essential for you to arrange with Greenwood
for me to send him the articles '? direct, so that they can appear the
same day. Delay is now fatal for articles of this sort. My idea is to
send him an article twice a week on the average, more frequently
if the matter is urgent, less often when there is a lull. In between 1
would send shorter notices when opportune, which he could make
use of as he wished.

It is indeed becoming increasingly humiliating for us to be

a F. Engels, Notes on the War.—III - b F. Engels, Notes on the War— IL
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waging war under William.* But it is still a good thing that he
should be making himself so monstrously ridiculous with his
divine mission and his Stieber, without whom German unity could
hardly be achieved. The Address of the International” was printed
here on Saturday in the Tory Courier. Had it been another day of
the week, the other papers would have published it too, but the
Saturday advertisements were against it. The Address will teach
the populus of all classes that nowadays the workers are the only
ones to have a real rormGN roLicy. It is very good and it was
certainly only because of the Russians that The Times declined to
accept it.® Both the governments and the bourgeoisie will be
greatly astonished after the war when they see how the workers
simply resume their activities as if nothing had interrupted them
at all.

My confidence in the military achievements of the Germans
grows daily. We really seem to have won the first serious
encounter. The French do not yet appear to have properly
grasped the potential of the breech-loader.

Moltke’s game is very audacious. On my calculations he will not
be -ready with his troop concentrations before Tuesday or
Wednesday.® From Aachen to the frontier is about 20 German
miles, i.e. 4-5 hard marches, especially in this heat. That means
that the whole 7th Corps can scarcely be on the Saar before
tomorrow, and the main battle may already take place today. At all
events it is so FINELY cur that 24 hours either way can make an
enormous difference. The battle itself will probably be fought out
on the Saar between Merzig and Saarbriicken.*

It is good that the French have attacked first on German
territory. If the Germans follow on their heels after repelling an
invasion, this will certainly not have the same effect in France as it
would have done had they marched into the country without
being invaded first. This means that on the French side the war
will remain more Bonapartist in character.

The ultimate success—i.e. a German victory—is quite beyond
doubt in my view. However, Moltke's plan betrays his absolute
assurance that he will have overwhelming superiority in the very
first battle. We shall probably know by Tuesday evening whether
he has not miscalculated. Moltke often reckons without his
William.

a William I - ® K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the International
Working Men's Association on the Franco-Prussian War'. - ¢ Manchester Courier -
d See this volume, p. 10. - ¢ 2 or 3 August
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The more the German philistine cringes before his William who
trusts in God and cringes before Him, the more insolent he
becomes towards France. The old pack is once again in full cry on
the subject of Alsace-Lorraine—the Augsburger® in the lead. The
peasants of Lorraine, however, will soon show the Prussians that
the matter is not so easy.

You are quite right about the treaty.” People are not quite as
stupid as Bismarck imagines. The only good thing about it is that
the whole mess will now come out into the open and then there
will be an end to all the duplicity of Bismarck and Bonaparte.”’

In the whole neutrality business, coal included,”” the Germans
are acting like children, quite in accord with history. These are
questions that have never faced the people. Who indeed has ever
inquired about them?

The Russians returned herewith.” Once a Russian, always a
Russian. What an idiotic piece of gossip-mongering. Six Russians
quarrelling among themselves as if the mastery of the globe
depended on the outcome. And it does not even include the
accusations against Bakunin, merely their whining about cliquish-
ness in Switzerland. At all events our people seem to be honest in
so far as this is possible for a Russian; but I would still proceed
cautiously with them. In the meantime it is quite good to know all
the gossip; it is after all a fact of life in the diplomacy of the
proletariat.

Through the fault of the Post Office my copies of the Volksstaat
arrive quite irregularly. The issue of the 23rd had a band round it
with a post mark from the 19th; so that’s the sort of trick they get
up to. Many issues have not arrived at all. In the last two Wilhelm*
was not very actively stupid; he was sheltering behind the
FRATERNISATION Of the French and German workers.

Schorlemmer has two brothers in the Hesse division, one-year
NCOs.

Have heard nothing more from Smith.* Many thanks for your
efforts. If 1 hear nothing this week, I shall write Smith a fairly
blunt letter. What a crazy idea for an aristocrat like that to gather
his own information on the spot here! If he had left it to his
sankir, he would have had all he needed in three days. But the
man has to act the susiNnessMaN. The ox!

Best regards to you all. Lizzie’s knee is well on the way to
recovery.

Dupont had let himself be landed with a house, probably

a Allgemeine Zeitung - P See this volume, p. 11. - ¢ Wilhelm Liebknecht



20 8. Engels to Marx. 31 July 1870

through Mothet, situated in the unhealthiest of neighbourhoods,
close by the stinking river. However, 1 have seen to it that he has
taken another. But do not say anything about it to him, it is all
settled. He has not brought Mothet to me again, however.
Serraillier will have written to him about it, and Dupont himself
seems to feel relief now that he hasn’t got the fellow round his
neck day and night.

Your
F. E.

[ Notes attached to the letter]®
Army of the North German Confederation?

1 Guards corps and 12 corps of the line:

summa 114 infantry regiments ab 3 battalions = 342 bat.
Chasseurs and rifle battalions = 16 ”
Hesse division: 4 reg. 4 2 bat. & 2 bat.

of Chasseurs = 10 ”

Battalions of the line 368

Landwehr1!

93 reg. @ 2 bat. and 12 odd bat. = 198 bat.
Hesse, estimate 6
204 7

Total bat. already organised 572

Reserves are to be set up as soon as the field army and the
Landwehr have been mobilised, and without any further specific
orders:

Troops of the line: the 4th bautalions of 114 regiments 114 ”
Landwehr: the 3rd ” 793 ” 93 ”

779 battalions

The officers for these reserves are to be picked out at the start
of mobilisation; they can be ready 4-6 weeks after the order to
mobilise has been issued. They are the best battalions in the whole
army. As soon as they have been set up a start will be made with
the 5th battalions of the line and the 4th of the Landwehr, etc.
Hence the organisation is as follows:

2 The first page of the notes up to the words ‘The French have:’ (on p. 21), is
crossed out in the original. - » 4 here means ‘each of
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Troops of the line 368 bat. a 1,000 men 368,000
Landwehr 204 ” a4 800 ” 163,200
531,200

Envisaged for organisation:

Troops of the line 114 bat. a 1,000 men 114,000
Landwehr 93 ” a4 800 ” 74,400
188,4002

Infantry total 719,600

2 Bavarian army corps, say

50 bat.+30 bat. Landwehr =80 ”
1 Wiirttemberg division, say

16 bat.+10 bat. Landwehr =36b ”
1 Baden division, say

9 bat.+5 bat. Landwehr =14 ”

130 bat.=ca. 110,000

I have kept the figures of the South Germans down to the
minimum. I have left cavalry and artillery completely out of
account just so as to compare the relative strength of the infantry,
since this is what decides the issue.

The French have:

Guards—33 bat.; line—100 reg. ¢ 3 bat. 333 bat.
Zouaves?t—3 reg.=9 bat.
Turcos35—3 reg.=9 bat.

Foreign, etc., 5 bat. 23
Chasseurs-a-pied © 20 ”~
376 bat.

There are 8 companies to the battalion; if, as in 1859, the 24 companies of the
battalion are divided into 4 battalions 4 6 companies, then the company can be
raised to 150 men, forming the 4th reserve battalion, which makes in 115
regiments the total of

115 bat.

491 bat.

If much of the Garde mobile36 is organised, it comes to 100 ~

Infantry: 580,000 men=>591 bat.

a In the original ‘188,600 - b This figure is given in the original. - ¢ light infantry
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Anything additional must be newly formed by officers withheld
from the field army or recalled to active service. At the same time
the Garde mobile cannot be deployed in the field on its own for the
next 2-3 months at the least, since it has only exercised 2 weeks a
year since 1868. The units of the French army (of the line), on the
other hand, are too small to be able to contain large numbers of
untrained or under-trained reserves. The entire new system has
only existed since 1868. Incidentally, I must await further
information about this new system, which leaves the internal
organisation of the French army almost entirely unchanged. It
may be that all sorts of things are being done on the quiet. At any
rate, the units that have been trained only suffice to put the
organised battalions of the line on a war-footing.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . . "
Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English for the first
MEGA, Abt. I11, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 trme
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MARX TO ENGELS?¥
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 1 August 1870
In great haste

Dear Frep,

Your two last articles first-rate.* I galloped round to the Pall Mall
at once. But since Greenwood was out, nothing could be decided. He
will, however, be back before noon.

I shall write to him today that in future you will send articles
direct to him 2 (I sHALL NOw NAME YOU).

As for the ‘Russians’,?”” they will learn that my attitude is one of
d corsaire corsairve et demi.

The oLicarchy here wants an English war on behalf of Prussia.
Having curried favour with Bonaparte for 18 years and having quite
used him up as the saviour oF RENTs AND ProFITS, they now hope to find a
MORE RESPECTABLE AND SAFER POLICEMAN OF THE CONTINENT in reliable,

a F. Engels, Notes on the War, 11 and III. - b tit for tat
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God-fearing monarchical Prussia. But the fellows should watch out.
Ordinary people everywhere here are already saying: THAT paMNED
GERMAN DYNASTY OF OURS WANTS FOR ITS FAMILY PURPOSES TO INVOLVE US IN THE
CONTINENTAL WAR!

The local Figaro, of which I have sent a typical issue to Dupont,
is an English paper, founded by the French Embassy.

Bismarck for his part has also assiduously bought up support in
the London press, Lloyd’s and Reynolds’s® among others! The latter
in yesterday’s issue calls for the pismemsermMENT oF France. That swine
ne ménage pas les transitions.” The fellow has always hurled abuse at
the Germans and fawned upon the French and now he has suddenly
changed into a sort of Blind.

As to the latter chap, he hopes to achieve his election as deputy
to the next Reichstag by means of a patriotic hubbub and by
noisily ‘suspending’ his republicanism on the altar of the Father-
land.

Oswald kept on at me until I finally went to the third meeTiNG
fixed for yesterday.” I took care to arrive a quarter of an hour
early (the meeting was due to start at 11). I explained to him that I
could not sign, 1. d'abord® because I had already signed the
Address of the Internarionar,” 2. because I could not sign a private
Address (i.e. a non-International one) without you and they would miss
the orrorTUNITY due to the time required just for consultation with
you. In the future, if an occasion presented itself, we would invite
him and his friends to the International to take joint action.

I then mentioned that there was a second, personal factor. If
Louis Blanc was there, his roorman, Karl Blind, would surely be
present too.

He interrupted me: ‘At the last meering here Blind mounted a
furious chauvinistic diatribe. We need you against him.’

‘I cannot remain in the same room as that character, and I must
tell you that if he comes I shall leave your house at once.’

I was downstairs in Oswald’s study which looks out onto the
street. Right enough! My evecLass spied from afar the portentous
ex-student, even though he had dyed his head black arL over. He
was accompanied by two fellow layabouts. Oswald said he would
send them up to the prawiNG rooM (the conference room) for the
moment.

a Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper and Reynolds’s Newspaper - b shrinks from no change of
allegiance - ¢ See this volume, p. 11. - 4 first of all - ¢ K. Marx, ‘First Address of the
General Council of the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-
Prussian War’.
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He then proposed to me that he would go up and say I was
there and that I could not meet Blind. IN oTHER worDs, he was
going to TURN HIM OUT.

I said that would not do. He had invited Blind, there would be
pointless scandal and so on.

I took my hat and parted from Oswald on the most cordial
terms. Even if he didn’t invent gun-powder, he is still a perfectly
decent lad.

At my prompting Serraillier wrote a blunt letter to Dupont
about Mothet, so blunt that Dupont was insulted and stopped his
correspondence with Serraillier for a fortnight.

I would be glad if you could send me the money for the seastoe.”
I would like to go to Brighton before the week is out. In the
circumstances I cannot go any further away from London.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

So you will now send your letters direct to: Frederick Greenwood,
Esq., Epiror oF The Pall Mall Gazette, 2 Northumberland Street,
Strand, London.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . L
Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English in full for the
MEGA, Abe. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 first time
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MARX TO JOHANN PHILIPP BECKER '
IN GENEVA

[London,] 2 August 1870
1 Maitland Park Road

Dear Becker,

My long silence is to be explained exclusively by lack of time. I
hope we know each other sufficiently well for us both to have the
conviction that our friendship is steadfast.

2 See this volume, p. 8.
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_I sent the Manifesto of the General Council on the war? to the
Egalité in the first instance, because I knew that it came too late
for the Vorbote. 1 expect to receive copies today which I can send
on to you.

In the translation of the programme for the congress (as it
appears in the Vorbote), Jung made a number of mistakes:

1: this must read: ‘On the need to abolish the public debt. Discussion
of the right to compensation.’

2: ‘On the relationship between the political action and.the
social movement of the working class.’

4: ‘Conversion of banks of issue into national banks.’

5: ‘Conditions of cooperative production on a national scale.’

But all this you will find in the Volksstaat.®®

Furthermore, as far as the congress is concerned, it is perfectly
obvious that it cannot be held in Mainz under present cir-
cumstances. The Belgians have proposed Amsterdam. We are
convinced that the congress must be postponed until conditions are
more favourable.

In the first place, our support in Amsterdam rests on very
feeble foundations and it is important to hold the congress
in countries where the International has already sprung strong
roots.

Secondly, the Germans cannot send anyone—or no more than
one person at best—thanks to the present lack of money
occasioned by the war. The French cannot leave their country
without passports, that is to say, without permission from the
authorities. Our French sections have been dispersed, the most
tried and tested members have either fled or been captured. In
these circumstances we might easily see a repeat of the farce enacted
in Switzerland.*® Certain intriguers might possibly stage-manage a
majorité factice® in Amsterdam. They always manage to find the
money necessary for such manoeuvres. Where from? Clest leur
secret.”

On the other hand, the General Council is prevented by § 3 of
the Rules from postponing the date of the congress. Nevertheless, in
view of the present extraordinary circumstances, it would take the
responsibility for such a step upon itself, if it could be sure of the
necessary support from the sections.*” It would be desirable,
therefore, if a reasoned motion to this effect could be proposed

a K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the International Working Men’s
Association on the Franco-Prussian War'. - b artificial majority - ¢ That is their
secret.
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officially by the German-Swiss group and the French-Swiss in
Geneva. ‘

Bakunin, as you know, has in that blatherer Hins a fanatical
instrument at his disposal in the Belgian General Council. As the
Belgian secretariat was momentarily out of action, I added a
denunciation and characterisation of Bakunin in my own name to
the circular® which the General Council had issued on the Egalzte,
etc., at the beginning of January. Hins then wrote a highly
impertinent letter to the General Council against me personally
(he spoke of my ‘maniére indigne dattaquer Bakunin’®), so I
replied to him in the manner he deserved.'” It is doubtless thanks
to his influence that, yesterday, we received an official communica-
tion full of accusations from the Belgian General Council, saying
i.a.: ‘The Belgian General Council has resolved to instruct its
delegation to the next congress to call us to account for our
resolution concerning the Conseil Fédéral Romand’® They say we
had absolutely no right to interfere in these local Swiss affairs!
Curiously enough, the Brussels people themselves, like the Paris
‘Fédération’, had directly requested us to interfere! Memories are
short!

At all events, we shall now have to justify our decision in greater
detail in our own circular. I would be greatly obliged to you,
therefore, if you could give us a precise account of the intrigues of
the Aruance,’ the congress at La Chaux-de-Fonds® and the Swiss
squabble in general.

I have received the letter from our Russian friends in Geneva.”
Please convey my thanks to them.

In actual fact, the best thing would be for them to write a
pamphlet on Bakunin, but it must be done soon. In that case they
need not send me any further documents on Bakunin’s machina-
tions.

They ask me what Bakunin did in 1848. During his stay in Paris
in 1843-48 he acted the determined socialist. After the revolution
he went to Breslau,! teamed up with the bourgeois democrats there
and agitated among them for the election of Arnold Ruge (to the
Frankfurt Parliament), at that time-a decided enemy of socialists
and communists. Later—m 1848 —he organised the Pan-Slavic
Congress in Prague.’’ He was charged by the Pan-Slavists

2 K. Marx, ‘The General Council to the Federal Council of Romance
Switzerland'. - b unworthy manner of attacking Bakunin - ¢ K. Marx, ‘General
Council Resolution on the Federal Committee of Romance Switzerland’. - ¢ Polish
name: Wroclaw.
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themselves with having played a double game there. But I do not
believe this. If he did make mistakes there (from the viewpoint of
his Pan-Slavist friends), they were in my opinion ‘involuntary
ones’. In early 1849 Bakunin issued an Address (pamphlet)—
sentimental Pan-Slavism!* The only praiseworthy thing that can be
reported about his activity during the revolution is his participa-
tion in the Dresden insurrection in May 1849.*

Very important in any analysis of him are his utterances
immediately after his return from Siberia.” Ample material on this
in the Kolokol and in Borkheim’s ‘Russian Letters’ in the Zukunft,“
which I suppose you have. Tell our Russian friends that the
person exposed by them‘ has not made his appearance here, that
I have passed on their message to Borkheim, 4 and that I shall be
very pleased to have one of them come over here. Lastly, I should
be greatly obliged to them if they would send me the fourth volume
of Chernysheusky just published. 1 shall send them the money for it
through the post.

Your article on the war in the last Vorbotz® was very good,
applauded by my whole ramiLy, who send you their most cordial
greetings.

Adio.

Your
Karl Marx

The enclosed copy has been corrected in a number of places where
there were printers’ errors. So it is better to translate from this than
from the copy sent to the Egalité.

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 11, Stuttgart, 1888 and in full . . .
in: Marx and Engelsg, Works, First Russian Published in English in full for the
Edition, Vol. XXVI, Moscow, 1935 first time

a M. Bakunin, Aufruf an die Slaven, Koethen, 1848. Concerning this see F. Engels,
‘Democratic Pan-Slavism’, present edition, Vol. 8. - » M. A. Bakunin, ‘Pycckums,
MOABCKHMB U BChbMB cAaBAHCKMMB Apy3baAMb’ (To Russian, Polish and All Slavic
Friends), Konroxons (The Bell), No. 122 & 123 (with Supplement No. 4), 15 February
1862. - ¢ Vladimir Serebrennikov - 4 {J. Ph. Becker,] ‘Der Vélkerkrieg’, Der Vorbote,
No. 7, July 1870.
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MARX TO EUGEN OSWALD
IN LONDON

[London,] 2 August 1870

Dear Sir,

1 read in the Rappel of 1 August in a correspondence from
Francfort-sur-Main of 27 juillet, the following, inter alia:

“The town is full of people who have been paid to sustain warlike and anti-French
feeling... (sic!). ‘A letter addressed to the Frankfurter Zeitung from London contains,
among other things, a highly interesting confession. Frenchmen living in London
decided to issue a proclamation against this Napoleonic war and invited the principal
German republicans likewise resident in London, to join them. The Germans are
reported to have refused to take  part in the protest on the grounds that the war was
defensive on the German side.

This misleading report which thoroughly distorts the facts
concerning the ‘convocation’® issued by you, stems from Blind, the
correspondent of the F'rankfu'rter Zeitung.”

I believe that a correction in the Rappel (Bureau de Redactw'n, 18,
Rue de Valois, Paris) will enable you best to achieve the effect you
originally desired.

Yours,
K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to a typewritten
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 33, copy
Moscow, 1964
Published in English for the first
time

2 1n the original, Marx quotes from Le Rappel in French. - ® ‘invitation’ - ¢ See this
volume, p. 32.
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 3 August 1870

Dear Moor,

Enclosed are W/2 86721, Manchester, 20 June 1869—£20; W/2
77454, Manchester, 23 January 1869—£20, for Brighton, and
S/11 13062, Liverpool, 17 May 1869—£5 Moore’s subscription to
the International. You will receive mine early in September, I am
RATHER SHORT OF casH and must wait for dividends. Since I have to
make some payments, I shall have to sell smares. What do you
think: should I wait a while or do it right away? I can still sell
without loss.

I am very pleased to see that the French have advanced and
occupied Saarbriicken (garrisoned by 1 battalion, 4 squadrons and
perhaps some artillery). Firstly, for moral reasons. Secondly,
because it means that the Germans will take up a defensive
position in the first battle and a defensive position is enormously
strengthened by the breech-loader. Since, on my reckoning, the
Germans must have moved up into strategic positions yesterday
evening, 1 assume that the battle, for which the introductory
skirmishes are doubtless taking place today, will be fought
tomorrow along the line Ottweiler-Neunkirchen-Homburg. The
army of Frederick Charles and the Crown Prince® will keep the
front busy while Steinmetz will fall on the (left) French flank. Or
vice versa.

That Greenwood did not publish the article® until yesterday
evening, when a mass of confirmation was already available, was
very stupid. He also made a number of absurd lexical changes
which reveal his ignorance of military terminology. However, it
has already had an effect. Today, The Times published a Leaber
which was copied straight out of my Articles II & III. So I am writing
to Greenwood about it.**

You would have received the money yesterday but your letter
only came with the second post and I did not receive it until
around 4 o'clock.

a Frederick William - b F. Engels, Notes on the War.—III - ¢ See this volume, p. 22.

3-556
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The joke about Blind is very pretty. Is Oswald one of the Baden
Oswalds of 1849? There were 3 of them.

There is still a certain risk that the French will attack before the
Germans have fully drawn up their troops. If the noble Louis®
had attacked on Friday,” he could have got as far as the Rhine
without much trouble. But by Tuesday the Germans must be more
or less ready. His best chance of taking the offensive was
frustrated through his own fault—i.e. by the bas empire,*® by the
joBBERY in the army administration which delayed him for 5 days and
has probably forced him to march in before he was ready.

If the Germans lose this first battle, against all expectation, they
could still be significantly stronger in 4 weeks than they are now.
They are protected from absolute defeat by the Rhine; the French,
however, have no natural obstacle to protect them.

Be so good as to let me know as soon as you receive the money;
even registered letters sometimes go astray. Best greetings to you
all.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, . X K .
1913 Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS'
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 3 August 1870

Dear Frep,

The unfortunate Oswald has just left a moment ago—7 p.m,,
and although it is too late to catch the post, I shall write it all
down since I do not know whether I might not be prevented by
some diversion tomorrow.

The fellow with Blind was Prof. Goldstiicker, an old-time
National Liberal. The scene became very stormy.© Student Blind
even lied, asserting that Dr Jacoby was on his side (this was for
the benefit of the Frenchmen present). On departing the fellows

2 Napoleon III - b 5 August - ¢ See this volume, pp. 23-24.
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let it be understood, not LiTeraLLy but by insinuation, that Oswald
had been ‘bought’ by Bonaparte.

This threw poor Oswald into convulsions. So he came to me. I
should sign To BAck HIM. OTHERWISE, HIS POSITION IN LONDON WOULD BE
paNGEROUSLY DAMAGED. He brought a printed copy of the Address with
him (just the page proofs).”® I repeated to him d’abord* everything
I had said previously. I then read the stuff through—feeble,
verbose and—out of courtoisie to the Frenchmen negotiating with
him-—not a hint at the prFensive cHarRacTER of the war on the part of
the Germans (to say nothing of Prussia).

I then proposed that he should drop the whole thing as its
effect could not be ‘great’, since, as I had told him before, in my
answer to his first letter,” the working class alone could offer active
resistance to the national swindle.

He answered: d’abord, a certain number of Frenchmen had
already signed and Louis Blanc had declared that he would lend his
name (a formula to indicate that he had had no part in composing
the Address).

Second, if he did not publish it now, Blind would write the next
day in the German papers that he had prevented the publication of
this treasonable Address. It would be better to print it.

The last point is right. I must say that I felt sorry for the lad. So
I gave him the following ultimatum:

I too would lend my name (and, like Louis Blanc, not actually
subscribe) on these two conditions:

1. that a note would be printed under my name saying

*‘1 agree with the above Address so far as its general sentiments
coincide with the manifesto issued by the General Council of the
“International Working Men’s Association”.”**

2. that a sentence was added hinting at the DEFENSIVE cHARACTER Of
the war on the German side, if only in the most unobtrusive and tactful
manner.

He accepted these conditions. The next day at 5 p.m. there would
be another MeeTinGg in his house, which I would attend.

He then said: Would Engels not sign too with the same reservations
as myself?

I said it was a London Address. I was lending my name on certain
conditions only out of courtesy to him and wholly against my critical
judgment. I saw absolutely no reason why you too should
compromise yourself because Oswald had made the mistake of

a First of all. - b See this volume, p. 9. - ¢ K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General
Council of the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian War’.

3*
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involving ex-student Blind in the affair at all. And there the matter
was left.

Incidentally, I had already written to Oswald since Sunday,’
drawing his attention to another manoeuvre of Blind’s.” I had read in
the Rappel a correspondent’s report from Frankfurt (quite rational
for a change) in which the author was very anti-chauvinistic for a
Frenchman. Nevertheless, he remarks against the Germans that

the Frankfurter Zeitungc¢ had printed a correspondent’s report from London
according to which the ‘French republicans in London had invited all known German
republicans to join in a common protest contre cette guerre napoléonienned. The German
republicans had refused to do so because on the Prussian side the war was a defensive
one.’

This was the work of the ex-student who constantly writes of, to,
for and about Karl Blind and his deeds of heroism.

The Pall Mall administration sent me a cheque for 2 Y guineas
yesterday for the first arTicLE ON waR ® (DURING JuLy), with the comment
that all correspondents are always paid at the end of the month. The
younger branche of the Marx * family consisting of the ferocious girl*
and the illustrious Williams® have declared ‘they should seize upon
these first spoils of war as due to them for brokerage’.* If you wish to
protest, you should act quickly in view of the energetic nature of
these ‘neutrals’. I enclose a cutting from yesterday’s Pall Mall in
which they protest against The Times plagiarism.” If the war lasts a
CERTAIN TIME, you will soon be acknowledged as the foremost military
authority in London.

Despite all the prawsacks the Pall Mall has two advantages:

1. Of the respectable newspapers it is the only one which cultivates
a certain opposition to Russia. This may become important as the war
progresses.

2. As the GENTLEMEN'S PAPER par excellence it sets the fashion in all the
clubs, and particularly the military ones.

3. It is the only non-venal paper in London.

Apropos! Buy a copy of the latest London Illustrated News' for the
portrait of that scoundrel Brunnow. His face is the very incarnation
of Russian diplomacy.

By tHe By. Disraeli came out with that ridiculous guarantee of
Prussian Saxony for Prussia in the Vienna Treaties, using it as the

2 31 July - See this volume, p.28.-¢< Frankfurter Zeitung wund Handels-
blate - 4 against this Napoleonic war - © F. Engels, Notes on the War— I - f Eleanor
Marx - 8 Marx’s daughter Jenny, who signed her articles on the Irish question with
the pseudonym Williams. - b ‘Observations of the News’, The Pall Mall Gazette,
No. 1707, 3 August 1870. -1 The Illustrated London News, Vol. LVII, Nos. 1604,
1605, 23 July 1870.
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basis for an Anglo-Russian alliance. (He conveniently forgot that the
independence of Poland was a condition for that guarantee on
England’s part.*’) This was just a FeeLErR THROWN ouT. But the
Anglo-Russian alliance is actually planned by Gladstone too. The
Encuisn MemBeRs of the INTERNaTIONAL really must take energetic action
on this. I shall send a letter to the CounciL about it For NExT Tusspay.!”

The Belgians have proposed the congress be held in Amsterdam
on 5 September. This is the plan of Mr Bakunin. The congress
would consist chiefly of his Toots. 1 have proposed instead: *Appeal to
all the sections whether they think not that, under present
circumstances, where the French and German delegates would be
excluded from the congress, power should be given to the General
Council

1. to postpone the congress;

2. to enable the Council to convoke congress at the moment it shall
consider opportune.* This was passed.”

The matter was all the more pressing as we see from the open
attack on us in the Last Solidarité (using our decision on the Swiss
matter as a pretext)*® that Bakunin had taken all his precautionary
measures for the Amsterdam Congress. He would have defeated us
at the last congress in Basle, had it not been for the German element in
Switzerland.*

Lopatin has moved to London from Brighton, where he was
almost dying of boredom. He is the only ‘reliable’ Russian I have got
to know up to now, and I shall soon succeed in driving his national
prejudices out of him. I also learned from him that Bakunin had
been spreading the rumour that I was an agent of Bismarck—mairabile
dictu®! And, c'est vraiment dréle,” the same evening (last Tuesday,
yesterday), Serraillier told me that Chatelain, memeer oF THE French
BrancH,” and a particular friend of Pyat, had even informed the
FrRENCH BRANCH IN FULL SITTING how much Bismarck had paid
me-—namely 250,000 francs. If, on the one hand, one is in the
French habit of thinking in francs and if, on the other hand, one
bears Prussian niggardliness in mind, then this is at least a very
decent estimate!

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. IV, Stuttgart, . . .
lglsnge ¥ ans ntgar Published in English in full for the

first time

a wonderful to tell - b this is really funny
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MARX TO EUGEN OSWALD
IN LONDON

[London,] 3 August 1870

Dear Mr Oswald,

I enclose herewith my ultimatum appropriately ‘inscribed’ and
hope that it satisfies you.” I am unable to go any further.

Yours,
K. M.

*] agree with the above Address so far as its general sentiments
coincide with the manifesto on the war® issued by the General
Council of the ‘International Working Men’s Association’ . **

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Wi d Russian Edition, Vol. 33, . . .
Mg:g;wse'lsg& ussian Editon, o Published in English for the first
’ time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 4 August [1870]

Dear Frep,

Tuanxks For the £40. Ditto the £5 received from Kinc CoaL® for the
INTERNATIONAL.

As to the sale of suares, my view is as follows: They will go up
again, but will then fall in the very near future, because the London
Stock Excrance, inert for so long, is taking the opportunity for
bankruptcies and this will have the same effect on the continental
EXCHANGES so that a mass of papers will have to be thrown on to the
market.

2 See this volume, pp. 31-32. - b K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of
the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian War'. - ¢ In the
original Marx adds the German translation of this phrase: ‘Ich stimme obiger Adresse
bei, soweit ihre Tendenz im allgemeinen dem Manifest des Generalrats der
“ Internationalen Arbeiterassoziation” entspricht.’ - 4 Samuel Moore
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As to Oswald’s ‘étres’,” 1 shall examine him on the subject today.
Salut.

Your
K. M.

P.S. Among the first victims of the war are the Lafargues and
Schnappy.® Their cottage, in the [fortification] rayon? will be torn
down at the first unfavourable turn of events.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . X . .
Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English for the first
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 trme

16

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 5 August 1870

Dear Moor,

In great haste. The Brokerace was honestly earned.”

But what do you think of our soldiers? They have taken
entrenched positions with bayonets against mitrailleuses®™ and
breech-loaders! Moaogeus!® I'll bet that tomorrow Bonaparte will
invent a victory so as to blur over the thing.

If you think it important, and if there is still time, you can add
my name to the Oswald Address with the same reservations."

Greenwood wrote very politely today, saying I should send him
articles as often as I like. He’s asked for it!

Best greetings.

Your
F. E.

Crucial battle tomorrow or Sunday,® this time probably right on
the Lorraine frontier.*

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, . . .

1913"ge * - muear Published in English for the first
time

a jdentity (see this volume, p. 80). - ? Charles Etienne Lafargue - ¢ See this volume,
p- 32. - 4 (Russ.) Well done! - ¢ 7 August
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MARX TO EUGEN OSWALD?®
IN LONDON

London, 5 August 1870

Dear Oswald,

Would you kindly send your Address' to my friend L. S. Bor-
kheim who would like to see it. His private address is: -
10 Brunswick Gardens, Kensington, W.

My best regards to the ladies.

Yours,
Karl Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Wi S d Russian Editi Vol. 33, . . . "
Mg:gw’efgg‘l ussian Bdiion, Vo Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG
IN LONDON

[London,] 6 August 1870

Dear Jung!

Enclosed a ‘very readable’ copy of the two resolutions of the
General Council relating to the ‘Alliance internationale de la
démocratie socialiste’.”

You should write to Perret asking him to print these resolutions.
That is the best way of replying to the Solidarité”*®

They must not say that they publish it by order of the General
Council, but they have the right to do so, because in the original

a K. Marx, ‘The International Working Men’s Association and the International
Alliance of Socialist Democracy’; ‘The General Council of the International
Working Men’s Association to the Central Bureau of the International Alliance of
Socialist Democracy’. - ® This paragraph is in French in the original.
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resolutions of the Council the publication was expressly decided
upon.®

Yours truly,

Karl Marx
First published, in the languages of the Printed according to the original
original (English and French), in:
G. Jaeckh, Die Internationale, Leipzig, Published in English in full for the
1904 first time
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MARX TO EUGEN OSWALD
IN LONDON

London, 7 August 1870

Dear Oswald,

Iterum Crispinus?

Frederick Engels gives you permission to add his name to the
Address,"® but notabene on the express condition that you print the same
reservation word-for-word as under my name®

Yours,
K. M.

H. J. Rothschild, commer¢ant® (a German, i.e. a Prussian), gives
the same permission on the same condition.

Apropos. 1 take it that you did allow the passage to stand which
hints at the defensive character of the war on the German side,
albeit in an extremely diplomatic way?

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
d ian Edition, Vol. 33, . . .
xg:ﬁwselcgg‘i Russian Edition, Vo Published in English for the first
’ time

a Ecce iterum Crispinus—Behold, this Crispinus again (Juvenal, Satires, IV, 1). In a
figurative sense the words mean: ‘the same man again’ or ‘the same (thing)
again’. - b See this volume, p. 34. - < trader
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MARX TO ENGELS'
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 8 August 1870

Dear Frep,

I shall not get away until tomorrow (I've been held back by
susiniss for the INternationaL). 1 shall not be going to Brighton
after all, but to Ramsgate,” since the former place turned out on
inquiry to be too hot, and besides it is made unsafe by the
presence of Arnold Winkelried Ruge.”

L’Empire est fait,” i.e. the German Empire. By Hook aNp by crook,
neither in the way intended nor in the manner imagined, it
appears that all the double-dealing since the Secono Emrire began
has finally combined to carry out the ‘national’ aims of 1848 —
Hungary, Italy and Germany! It seems to me that this sort of
movement will only be complete when a brawl breaks out between
the Prussians and the Russians. This is by no means improbable. The
press of the Muscovite party (I have seen a good deal of it chez
Borkheim) has attacked the Russian government just as savagely
for its friendly attitude towards Prussia as the French papers
sympathetic to Thiers attacked Boustrapa® in 1866 for his
flirtation with Prussia. No one but the Emperor,” the German-
Russian party and the official St Petersburg Journal® were sounding
the bugle against France. But they did not at all expect
Prussian-German successes on such a decisive scale. Like
Bonaparte in 1866, they imagined that the BELLIGERENT POWERs would
exhaust each other in protracted struggles, so that Holy Russia
might then step in as supreme ARBITER.

But now! Unless Alexander wants to be poisoned, SOMETHING MUST
BE DONE to appease the national party. The prestige of Russia will
obviously be ‘harmed’ even more by a German-Prussian Empire
than was the prestige of the ‘Seconn Empire’ by the establishment of
the North German Confederation.*

So Russia will do just what Bonaparte did between 1866 and
1870, namely, play tricks on Prussia in order to gain concessions

2 Arnold Winkelried was a legendary folk-hero of the Swiss struggle for
freedom against the Habsburgs. Used by Marx to deride Ruge. - ® The Empire is
created. - < Alexander II - 4 Journal de Saint-Pétersbourg politique, littéraire, com-
mercial et industriel
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from Turkey, and despite the Russian religion of the Hohenzol-
lerns, all this trickery will end in war between the tricksters. However
gullible the German simpleton may be, his newly reinforced
national sentiment (especially at the present time, when he is no
longer to be persuaded that he must put up with all sorts of things
in order to first establish German unity) will hardly allow him
to be pressed into the service of Russia, for which there is no good
reason, nor even a FRETEXT anymore. Qui vivra, verra’ 1f our
handsome William® survives yet awhile, we may well live to see his
proclamations to the Poles. As op Carlyle has said: when God
wishes to accomplish something particularly great, his choice
always falls on the most stupid people to carry it out.

What gives me cause for anxiety at the present moment is the
state of affairs in France itself. The next great battle can hardly
but go against the French. And what then? If the defeated army
makes for Paris under Boustrapa’s leadership it will produce the
most humiliating peace possible for France, perhaps ending in the
restauration of the Orléans. If a revolution breaks out in Paris, it
is questionable whether they will have the means and the leaders
capable of offering serious resistance to the Prussians. One cannot
remain blind to the fact that the 20-year-long Bonapartist farce
has brought tremendous demoralisation in its wake. One would
hardly be justified to rely on revolutionary heroism. What is your
opinion?

I understand nothing of military matters, but it is still my
impression that rarely has a campaign been conducted in a more
mindless, planless and mediocre manner than this campaign of
Badinguet’s. And then, too, the beautiful opening scene with the
whole Porte St Martin® melodrama of the Lower Empire*®: the
father and son at the flash-vent of the cannon, and the infamous
deeds such as the bombarding of Saarbriicken with which this
‘sublime’ scene is amalgamated! It’s the man to a T!

MacMahon pressed for swift action in the original war council in
Metz, but Leboeuf was of the opposite point of view.

Apropos! We have heard from Vienna (in a letter from a cousin
of Eccarius, a 72-year-old man) that Bismarck was there on a secret
visit!

Quite in accordance with the spirit of the Lower Emrire, we can
see how in this war—in its commissariat and its diplomacy—

a Time will tell. - » William I - ¢ A derisive nickname of Louis Bonaparte
(Napoleon III) who, in 1846, fled from prison in Ham in the clothes of a mason by
the name of Badinguet. - 4 A theatre company in Paris that catered for low tastes
during the Second Empire.
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everyone acts in obedience to the maxim: steal from one another
and lie to one another, so that everyone in France, from the
minister to the cierk, from the marshall to the common soldier,
from the Emperor to the man who cleans his boots—everyone
stands amazed as soon as THE TRUE STATE OF THINGS is revealed under
cannon fire. _

Mr John Stuart Mill was full of praise for our Address.” It has
had a great errect in London generally. Among others, the
philistine Cobden Peace Sociery has made a written offer to
distribute it.*

Ad vocem® Oswald’s Address. 1 have taken advantage of your
permission since I was in fact reluctant to act without ‘you’.c The
delay has, of course, only made the Address even more absurd, but
this is of no concern to us as we have only endorsed 1Ts GENERAL
SENTIMENTS, €tc., so far as, etc. It cannot be withdrawn now, despite
its ridiculousness, since Louis Blanc, etc., would imagine we had
done so because of the Prussian victories.

Apropos! Old Ruge had written to Oswald a week ago saying he
could not sign. Why not? Because he was ‘convinced that the
Prusstans would proclaim a French republic in Paris’! Can’t you just
picture to yourself the old woolly muddlehead in all his glory?

Enclosed are a number of pieces by the Prophet Urquhart.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

P.S. In an article in The Fortnightly Review (August issue) on ‘our
uncuLTivatep Lanos’,2 1 found the following on the soil in Ireland:

*“That her soil is fertile is proved upon the testimony etc. etc. and M. de Laveleye:
the latter gentleman says etc. etc.’ (p. 204).*

Since the English regard Laveleye as a great authority on
agronomy because of his books on Belgian and Italian agriculture,
the passage may be of use to you.”

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. IV, Stuttgart, . .
10130 s s Published in English in full for

the first time

a K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the International Working Men’s
Association on the Franco-Prussian War’. - b And now to - ¢ See previous letter,
p- 37. -4 F. A. Maxse, ‘Our uncultivated Lands’, The Forinightly Review, No. XLIV,
1 August 1870.
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN RAMSGATE

Manchester, 10 August 1870

Dear Moor,

Today is 10 August. Can the Parisians have forgotten it
completely? To judge from this evening’s Pall Mall Gazette, it
would seem not.*® The bas empire*® looks like dissolving in a fart.
Badinguet® is abdicating from the army and has to hand it over to
Bazaine (!!) who is now the best man among those left undefeated.
This means in reality that he is abdicating altogether. It seems that
people are to have the revolution made very easy for them;
everything is falling to pieces entirely of its own accord, as was to
be expected. The next few days will surely decide the matter.

I think that without the army the Orleanists are not strong
enough to risk a restoration immediately. Since they are now the
only possible dynasty left, it is conceivable that they might
themselves prefer a republican interregnum again. In that event
would the ex-Marseillaise® come to power?

I believe that faced with a republic the Prussians would agree to
a peace on terms that would be honourable on the whole. It
cannot be in their interest to stir up 1793 and 1794 all over again.
The whole tenor of the King’s” speech suggested that they were
reckoning with a revolution and were unwilling to let things go to
extremes. It is true that, against this, there has been since then the
great national mania in Germany and the universal cry for
Alsace-Lorraine. Nor can William be relied upon. But for the
moment I still believe that they will settle for less. France will
doubtless have to cede some territory. And for the élan of 1793 to
be reborn, and effectively reborn—that calls for the enemies of
1793 and, as you rightly say, it also calls for somewhat different
Frenchmen than those who have just come from the bas empire.

Incidentally, I would surmise that the Prussians have already
held discussions with the Orléans.

That Bismarck was in Vienna sounds like a local stock-market
rumour to me. There is a lot of that about in Vienna.

a A derisive nickname of Louis Bonaparte (Napoleon 11I) who, in 1846, fled from
prison in Ham in the clothes of 2 mason by the name of Badinguet. - b i.e. William I's



42 21. Engels to Marx. 10 August 1870

What you say about the Russians is my opinion exactly.” And it
won't be long before matters come to a head. I am convinced that
in that event Bismarck will arrange things with the French in
advance.

On Badinguet’s strategy there were articles yesterday (LEADER)
and this evening in The Pall Mall Gazette” Since then still more
follies discovered. The 7th Corps of Félix Douay only left Belfort
on 1 August and began a leisurely march towards Altkirch. But
now that the line Strasbourg-Nancy is, or is about to be, taken by
the Germans near Zabern,® the corps will have to be sent to Metz
or Chilons via Vesoul and Chaumont. Such a mess is unheard of.
It is excellent that it should be the Germans to expose the whole
swindle at a stroke!

The letters published in the Temps since Sunday by Captain
Jeannerod? give the best idea of the conception of thé enemy
prevailing in the French army. The good man was taken prisoner
in Saarbriicken and saw the 8th Corps (our Rhinelanders). The
fellow’s amazement is enough to make you die laughing. The very
first glimpse of the Prussian camp impressed him enormously.
‘Une belle et bonne armée, une nation fortement organisée pour la
guerre’“—that is what he perceives in everything down to the
Prussian N.C.O. whose ‘valeur moralé is ‘malheureusement digne d’étre
enviée par nous.” And he is one of the most intelligent of them and
can himself speak good German! He admits, moreover, that the
Prussians shoot far better than the French.

The Germans now have 1!/, million men under arms, so that
even 100,000-200,000 Italians (=half that number of Frenchmen)
make little difference. Austria risks a revolution in Vienna if she
makes a move. Russia will doubtless feel sare until peace is
concluded, or a revolutionary government has been established in
Paris which cannot be relied on to enter into any double-dealing.
Everyone will take good care not to irritate the enraged German
simpleton still further. However, you can see how right I was in
my belief that the Prussian military organisation contained
tremendous power, a power completely invincible in a national
war like this.

Official accounts now refer to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd German army.

2 See previous letter, p. 38. - b F. Engels, Notes on the War, V and VI. - ¢ French
name: Saverne.- 4 G. Jeannerod, ‘La guerre. Correspondances particuliéres du
Temps’, Le Temps, No. 3448, 7 August 1870. See also F. Engels, Notes on the
War.-—VI. - ¢ ‘An excellent army, a nation highly organised for war’ - f ‘moral value’
is, ‘regrettably, worthy of being envied by us’
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I just want to go down to the Schiller Institute® to see the latest
telegrams. Best greetings to you all.

Your
F. E.

Have still not heard anything about the house. In the
circumstances it might perhaps be better not to commit myself for
3'/> years. I shall wait another few days before writing to the
fellow.”

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . . .
Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Pfubhshed in English for the first
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

Ramsgate, 12 August 1870
36 Hardres Street

Dear Frep,

Enclosed a mass of stuff. Please read it and send it back with
your reasoned opinion.®!

Before I arrived here I already had pains in my left buttock and
continuing into the loin. I did not know what it was. However, it
has now acquired a definite character. It is rheumatism but of a
diabolic kind, so that I can hardly sleep at night. An Englishman
here who suffers from the same thing takes hot sea baths. Do you
think that is a good idea?

CompLIMENTS from the wHoOLE FamiLy To Mrs Lizzy and Frep. Likewise
thanks from my wife for your lines.*®

Your
Moor
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
g d K. Bd. IV, S , . . . .
nglgngels . Marx tuttgart Published in English for the first

-—_ time
a Smith (see this volume, p. 19)
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG®
IN LONDON

Ramsgate, 12 August 1870
36 Hardres Street

Dear Jung,

Enclosed for submission to the General Council:

1. Resolution of the German Central Committee in Geneva. (The
Romance Central Committee will be sending you a document with
the same content.)

2. Also a copy of the resolution I have received from
Brunswick. I am not sending the original, because all sorts of
nonsense are attached to it that I have to answer.

I am very unwell, but perhaps the sea air will help.

Salut.

Yours,
K. Marx

First published in: G. Jaeckh, Die Inter- Printed according to the original

nationale, Leipzig, 1904 . i , .
Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[Ramsgate,] 15 August 1870
36 Hardres Street

DEear Frep,

You will see from The Daily News—and it is reprinted in today’s
Pall Mall®>—that an EMINENT WRITER IS ABOUT TO ISSUE AN ENGLISH PAMPHLET
in favour of the annexation of Alsace by Germany.

2 The Pall Mall Gazette, No. 1717, 15 August 1870.
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The eMiNenT wrITER who has caused this notice about himself to
appear in The Daily News is of course none other than ex-student
Karl Blind. This miserable wretch could really stir up a lot of
trouble in the English press at this moment with his intrigues.

Since you have some influence in the Pall Mall now, you must
tear the rubbish to pieces as soon as it appears, and really flay the
beast alive.

Between ourselves, the Prussians could bring off a great diploma-
tic coup if—without demanding an inch of French soil for
themselves—they were to insist on the return of Savoy and Nice
to Italy and of the territory neutralised by the 1815 treaties to
Switzerland.®® No one could raise any objections to that. However,
it is none of our business to offer advice on these territorial
exchanges.

The family is amusing itself here royally. Tussy and Jennychen
never come out of the sea and are building up a good stock of
health. For my part, I am lying more or less fallow thanks to the
rheumatism and the sleepless nights.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglsnge ¥ are utigart Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX®
IN RAMSGATE

Manchester, 15 August 1870

Dear Moor,

When one has had severe stomach trouble for three days like
me, with slight fever from time to time, it's no great pleasure at
all, even when starting to feel better, to expatiate on Wilhelm’s*
politique. But since you must get this rubbish back, here goes.”

a Wilhelm Liebknecht’s
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How far Bracke, who is certainly a very weak fellow, has allowed
his national enthusiasm to run away with him I cannot tell, and as
I receive at most one issue of the Volkssiaat every fortnight, I am
also unable to judge the position of the Committee* in this regard
except from Bonhorst’s letter to Wilhelm, which on the whole is
cooL, but betrays theoretical uncertainty. In contrast with this,
Liebknecht’s narrow-minded and self-confident dogmatism un-
doubtedly shows up, very favourably as usual.

The case seems to me to be as follows: Germany has been
driven by Badinguet® into a war for her national existence. If
Badinguet defeats her, Bonapartism will be strengthened for years
and Germany broken for years, perhaps for generations. In that
event there can be no question any more of an independent
German working-class movement either; the struggle to restore
Germany’s national existence will absorb everything, and at best
the German workers will be dragged in the wake of the French. If
Germany wins, French Bonapartism will at any rate be smashed,
the endless row about the establishment of German unity will at
last be over, the German workers will be able to organise on a
national scale quite different from that prevailing hitherto, and
the French workers, whatever sort of government may succeed
this one, are certain to have a freer field than under Bonapartism.
The whole mass of the German people of every class have realised
that this is first and foremost a question of national existence and
have therefore at once flung themselves into the fray. That in
these circumstances a German political party should preach total
abstention & la Wilhelm and place all sorts of secondary
considerations before the main one, seems to me impossible.

To this must be added that Badinguet would never have been
able to wage this war without the chauvinism of the mass of the
French population: the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie, the
peasants and the imperialistic,c, Haussmannist building-trade pro-
letariat stemming from the peasants, which Bonaparte created in
the big towns.* Until this chauvinism is knocked on the head, and
knocked good and proper, peace between Germany and France is
impossible. One might have expected a proletarian revolution to
take this work over, but since the war is already on there is no
choice for the Germans but to attend to the job themselves and
quickly.

2 the Committee of the German Social-Democratic Workers’ Party in Bruns-
wick - b A derisive nickname of Louis Bonaparte (Napoleon III) who, in 1846, fled
from prison in Ham in the clothes of a mason by the name of Badinguet.
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Now come the secondary considerations. For the fact that
Lehmann,* Bismarck & Co, are in command in this war and that it
must minister to their temporary gloire if they conduct it
successfully, we have to thank the miserable state of the German
bourgeoisie. It is certainly very unpleasant, but cannot be altered.
But to magnify anti-Bismarckism into the sole guiding principle on
that account would be absurd. In the first place, now, as in 1866,%
Bismarck is doing a bit of our work, in his own way and without
meaning to, but all the same he is doing it. He is clearing the deck
for us better than before. Moreover it is no longer the year 1815.
The South Germans are now bound to enter the Reichstag and
this will develop a counterweight to Prussianism. Then there are
the national duties which devolve on him and which, as you wrote,
forbid the Russian alliance from the outset. In general it is
senseless to try a la Liebknecht to set back the clock of history on
all that has happened since 1866, just because it is not to his
liking. But we know our model South Germans. There is nothing
to be done with these fools.

I think our people can:

1) join the national movement———you can see from Kugelmann s
letter how strong it is®—insofar and for so long as it is limited to
the defence of Germany (which does not exclude an offensive, in
certain circumstances, until peace is attained);

2) at the same time empha51se the difference between German
national and dynastic-Prussian interests;

3) oppose any annexatTioN of Alsace and Lorraine—Bismarck is
now intimating an intention of annexing them to Bavaria and
Baden;

4) as soon as a non-chauvinistic republican government is at the
helm in Paris, work for an honourable peace with it;

5) constantly stress the unity of interests between the German
and French workers, who did not approve of the war and are also
not making war on each other;

6) Russia, as in the Address of the International.’

Amusing is Wilhelm’s assertion that because Bismarck is a
former accomplice of Badinguet’s the correct position would be to
remain neutral. If that were the general opinion m Germany, we
should soon have the Confederation of the Rhine® again and the
noble Wilhelm should see what sort of role he would play in that,
and what would become of the workers’ movement. A people that

a pickname of William I - P K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the
International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-Prussian War’.
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gets nothing but kicks and blows is indeed the right one to make a
social revolution, above all in the innumerable small states so
beloved of Wilhelm!

How nice of the poor little fellow to seek to call me to account
for somethmg that was ‘supposed’ to have been in the Elberfelder
Zeitung!® Poor animal!

The débacle in France seems to be frlghtful Everything
squandered, sold, swindled away. The chassepots”® are badly made
and misfire in action; there are none left of them and the old
flintlocks have got to be hunted out again. Nevertheless a
revolutionary government, if it comes soon, need not despair. But
it must abandon Paris to its fate and carry on the war from the
South. There would then still be a possibility of its holding out
until arms have been bought and new armies organised which
would gradually force the enemy back to the frontier. This would
really be the true end of the war, both countries reciprocally
furnishing proof that they are unconquerable. But if this does not
happen quickly the game is up. Moltke’s operations are a
model—old William seems to give him a perfectly free hand—and
the fourth battalions are already joining the army, while the
French ones are not yet in existence.

If Badinguet is not out of Metz yet it may go badly with him.

Sea-bathing is no good for rheumatism. But Gumpert, who is
spending four weeks in Wales, maintains that sea air is particularly
wholesome. I hope you will soon be relieved of your pain. It’s
something terrible. At any rate it's not dangerous and the
restoration of your general health is much more important.

Best regards.

Your
F. E.

You can see, 1nc1dentally, how the wretched Wilhelm constantly
flirts with the reactlonary particularists "' — Wulster, Obermiiller,
etc., and drags the Party in with him.

Wilhelm has obviously counted on Bonaparte’s victory, simply in
the hope that it would finish off his dear Bismarck. You recollect
how he always threatened him with the French. And it goes
without saying, of course, that you too are on Wilhelm’s side!*

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx,

Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in

MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931

2 The last two paragraphs are written in the margin.
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ENGELS TO JENNY MARX”
IN RAMSGATE

Manchester, 15 August 1870

Dear Mrs Marx,

Today I was at the bank I had given to Smith as a reference and
I heard there by chance that he had finally condescended to ask
for information. What he found out (namely, that the bank would
guarantee ten times the sum concerned, if it were required) will
doubtless satisfy him.* I suppose I shall now hear from him soon.
I am very glad that I do not have to write first to that stupid
aristocrat of a LanpLORD whose seaT near Bolton seems to be a
diminutive affair in the middle of the factory smoke. The fellow is
obviously off shooting crouste on the moors nearby and will
certainly be in just the mood to enter into business correspon-
dence with TEnanTs. The ass obviously wanted to make himself feel
important.

In view of the present situation in France, where everything
may be overturned any day—and probably will be in a week or
two—it is of course risky to take a house and furnish it for 3/,
years. However, it is a risk that must be taken. It seems to me that
the Orleanists now want an interim republic like that of 1848
directed by themselves, in the hope that such a republic would
suffer the obloquy of having to conclude a peace, thus ensuring
that the Crown would go to their Orléans as the only possible
dynasty left. However, this strategy can easily misfire.

The worst thing is: who could possibly take over leadership of a
genuine revolutionary movement in Paris? Rochefort is the most
popular and the only suitable man—Blanqui seems to be
forgotten.

That Barbeés is dead is a blessing. The ‘Beard of the Party’
would spoil everything again. Enfin, nous verrons.

I have been very lucky with my articles.” Some few little
prophecies which I made at a moment when they were certain,
appeared in the press in time, so that they could be confirmed by
the news the next morning. Such thmgs are pure luck and impress
the philistines enormously.

a Well, we shall see. - b F. Engels, Notes on the War, I-VIIL.
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Who wrote the article that appeared recently under the name of
‘von Thunder-ten-Tronckh’ in which the English philistines were
so bluntly told the truth?” In general, it is remarkable what
tremendous qualities the English are suddenly able to discover in
the Germans, and how they are all at Bonaparte’s throat, having
lain in the dust at his feet only four weeks ago. There is no
greater rabble than the honnétes gens®

Unfortunately, I have no time to write to Tussy today; would
you please tell her that I shall be writing to Kugelmann in the
next few days and shall enclose the relevant material.™

My wife® and I send you all our warmest regards and hope that
the stay at the seaside will do you a world of good.

Yours,
F. Engels
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . . .
Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English for the first
MEGA, Abt. III, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 time
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MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANCHESTER

[Ramsgate,] 17 August® 1870

Dear Frep,

My best thanks (ditto from Mgrs Marx for the letter to her?) for
the pains you took under such circonstances aggravantes® Your
letter? tallies completely with the plan of the answer I have
already worked out in my head. Nevertheless, in such an
important matter—it is not a question of Wilhelm® but of
instructions to the German workers as to their line o7f conduct—1 did not
want to act without first consulting with you.”

Wilhelm infers his agreement with me:

2 respectable people - b Lydia Burns - ¢ In the original ‘17 April’, which is a slip of
the pen. - d See previous letter. - ¢ worsening circumstances - f See this volume,
pp- 45-48. - 8 Wilhelm Liebknecht
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1) from the Address of the International? which he of course first
translated into his own, Wilhelminian language;

2) from the fact that I approved his and Bebel's statement in
the Reichstag.’’ That was a ‘moment’ when harping on principles
was un acte de courage” but it by no means follows that the
moment still continues, much less that the attitude of the German
proletariat toward a war which has become national is com-
prehended in Wilhelm’s antipathy to the Prussians. It would be just
as if we were to object to the relative independence which Italy
received as a result of this war merely because at a suitable
moment we had raised our voices against the ‘Bonapartist’
liberation of Italy.

The lust for Alsace and Lorraine seems to predominate in two
circles: the Prussian camarilla and the South-German beer-patriots.
It would be the greatest misfortune that could befall Europe and
above all Germany. You will have seen that most of the Russian
newspapers are already talking of the necessity of European
diplomatic intervention in order to maintain the balance of power
in Europe.

Kugelmann confuses a defensive war with defensive military
operations. So if a fellow falls upon me in the street I may only
parry his blows but not kNock him pown, because then I should
turn into an aggressor! The want of dialectics peeps out of every
word these people utter.

I have not slept a wink the fourth night running because of the
rheumatism, and all that time fantasies about Paris, etc., run
through my mind. I shall have Gumpert’s sleeping potion
prepared for me this evening.

With the pEaTH-RNELL Of the SECOND EMPIRE THAT WILL END AS IT BEGAN, BY
aparopy,? I hit the neil on the head with my Bonaparte, after all!
Can one imagine a finer parody of Napoleon’s 1814 campaign? I
believe we two are the only folks who grasped the whole mediocrity
of Boustrapa® rroM THE BEGINNING, Tegarded him as a mere sHOWMAN,
and never allowed ourselves to be misled by his momentary
successes.

Apropos! The bourgeois Peace Society® has sent the General

a K. Marx, ‘First Address of the General Council of the International Working Men’s
Association on the Franco-Prussian War'. - ® an act of courage - ¢ A reference to
Kugelmann's letter to Marx of 7 August 1870. - 4 See Marx’s ‘First Address of the
General Council of the International Working Men’s Association on the Franco-
Prussian War’.
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Council of the International £20 for printing the Manifesto in the
French and German languages.
Salut.

Your
K. M.

The Times, Telegraph® Daily News, etc., all of which fawned so
prettily on Bonaparte for 20 years!

The Brunswick suggestion that the General Council should
request Borkheim to draw up a pamphlet against Russia is really
hilarious!

How naive can people be!

The sea air is very good for me and at any rate this attack
would have been far more unpleasant in London.

I don’t agree with you about the house rent for 3'/; years.”
Thanks to the French catastrophe, centLeMen's dwellings in London
will now go up in price and you will be able to get rid of the house
any day ‘with ease’.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx,

Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in

MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931
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ENGELS TO MARX™
IN RAMSGATE

Manchester, 20 August 1870

Dear Moor,

1 hope that your rheumatism has become less acute. The chloral
will have done you some good; if not, then see a doctor and ask
him to prescribe a sedative. Gumpert is in Wales and hence
unavailable for consultation.

I have written a vigorous letter to Smith today about the
house.® 1 can’t let myself be humbugged any longer by this

3 The Daily Telegraph - ® See this volume, p. 43.
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GROUSE-SHOOTING ARISTOCRAT. I was supposed to be there in 4 weeks, yet it
was 5 weeks yesterday since I reached agreement with Smith and
there is still no answer!

I think that the annexaTtion of the French Germans is as good as
settled. If a revolutionary government had been formed in Paris as
late as last week something still might have been done about it.
Now, however, it comes too late and can only make a fool of itself
by parodying the Convention. I am convinced that Bismarck
would have settled for a peace without cession of territory with a
revolutionary government if it had come on the scene in time. But
the way France is behaving now he has no reason to resist the
pressures from without and his vanity from within. It is a great
pity, but it seems to me inevitable. If Germany were a state like
France, it would be easier to find excuses. But as things stand,
with the need to divide the conquered territory between the three
neighbouring countries, it is ridiculous. Even more ridiculous is
the fact that the Germans should be willing to lumber themselves
with a German-speaking Venetia in the West.”” I shall try to obtain
the ponderous Blind’s weighty pamphlet, but it will likely as not
come too late®

What do you think of Mack-Bazaine? Mac-Mahon was bad
enough, but now we shall have Mack (of Ulm)— tout court® It will
be an unheard-of thing if 120,000 Frenchmen have to lay down
their arms, and that will doubtless be the result.”® Just imagine that
old mule William ¢ deflowering la pucelle® of Metz in his old age!
There has never been such a dégringolade® as the one now
displayed by the 2nd Empire. I am only curious to see whether the
Parisians will not finally muster the energy to do somethmg when
they learn the truth about the events of this last week.” Not that it
would be of any use any more. The demolitions undertaken
around Paris to facilitate its defence are on such a colossal scale
that I cannot believe they have been carried out properly. The
population of the city has almost trebled since 1840 and the
difficulties of provisioning it likewise. And finally, all traffic relies
so greatly on the railway now that if a few bridges are blown up
on every line it will be almost impossible to bring any supplies
worth mentioning into the city, even if the blockade is not
complete.

2 See this volume, p. 45. - b just that; Engels is referring here to Bazaine who
allowed himself to be shut up with his army and besieged in Metz, and suggesting a
parallel firstly with MacMahon and then with the similar fate that befell the
Austrian general Mack in Ulm in 1805. - ¢ William I - 4 the maid - ¢ collapse
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The losses of the last few weeks must be enormous. Throughout
the entire war the Germans have used bayonets with the greatest
determination. And now they have been deploying cavalry against
unflinching infantry so that men must have been falling like flies.
The handsome William*® has made no mention of all this. But this
much is certain: man for man and battalion for battalion, the
Germans have proved their most decisive superiority over the
French. First at Spicheren®® where they had 27 battalions against
(at least) 42 French battalions which were occupying an almost
impregnable position. After Thursday’s battle® it will be almost
impossible to restrain the demoralisation in the French camp.

Is Kugelmann in Carlsbad®? 1 do not know where to send the
portrait.™

Best wishes from Lizzie and me to you all. I hope to hear good
news from you soon about your rheumatism.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel  zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . ) L
Bd. IV, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English in full for the
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANCHESTER

London, 22 August 1870

Drear Frep,

The onslaughts of the rheumatism were so severe that the
family council resolved to send me to London to consult Dr
Maddison. Hence went to London on Saturday® afternoon from
where I am returning to Ramsgate today.

Consulted Maddison yesterday. Says it is a severe form of
sciaTica. Prescribed medicine and also some stuff to rub in.
Sojourn by the sea is beneficial to my GENERAL sTATE OF HEALTH which

a William 1 - b Czech name: Karlovy Vary. - ¢ 20 August
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is somewhat impaired by my sleeplessness. He is in favour of
taking a hot sea-water bath on very warm days.

In Paris they seem concerned only to keep the population at bay
until the necessary measures have been taken to make the interim
secure for the trustees of the Orléans.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

Did you read the lousy letter from Louis Blanc?* The essence of
patriotism is to remain passive so as to force the Bonapartists to
shoulder the entire responsibiliiy.

That Scottish jackass FElcho seems to imagine that he is the
British Moltke.*

Freiligrath: ‘Hurra! Germania!’® Nor does he fail to bring God
into his laboriously farted song, and ‘the Gaul' as well.

I had rather be a kitten and cry mew,
Than one of these same metre ballad-mongers!b

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original

| zwischen F. Engels und K. M
B, 1V, Stattgart, 1013 and in full i Published in English in full for the

MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

Ramsgate, 30 August 1870
DEear Frep,

Tomorrow morning back to London by steamer. In the first
place, it is very expensive to pay for 5 people to stay here since the
English have thronged to all the seaside resorts on account of the
war.

In the second place, reLaTIVELY tO the price the accommodation is
damned ‘draughty’. The worst pains have stopped, but I am

a L. Blanc, ‘Lettres de Londres. 14 aotGt 1870°, Le Temps, No. 3460, 19 August
1870. - b Shakespeare, King Henry IV, Part I, Act 111, Scene 1.
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almost paralysed in a certain place, so that I must consult the
doctor yet again.
More details from London.

Your
K. M.

The Spectator—8 pavs since—said that your articles'? were the
only significant ones in the English press, but regretted that the
AUTHOR WadsS SO CHARY OF HIS WORDS AND HIS FACTS.

Apropos. Borkheim was here yesterday on a visit from Margate.
He seemed put out because he wanted to write your articles, and
had approached the Pall Mall before us. He took his leave with a
long face.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. IV, S . . . . .
191 Snge um o 1V, Stuttgart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO FRIEDRICH ADOLPH SORGE™*
IN HOBOKEN

London, 1 September 1870
1 Maidand Park Road,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Mr Sorge,®

My continued silence in the face of your several letters was due
to two circumstances: at first ‘overwork’, later very serious illness.
At the beginning of August the doctors sent me to the seaside.”
But there a severe attack of sciatica bent me double for weeks. 1
have been back in London only since yesterday, by no means fully
recovered.

First of all, my best thanks for what you have sent me, especially
the Lasor Statistics,” which are of great value to me.

a Report of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor...
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Now I shall briefly answer the questions in your various letters.

Hume was empowered to carry on propaganda among the
Yankees, but has exceeded his powers. I shall submit the matter
to the General Council next Tuesday, with an exmsiTion of his
‘cards’.%¢

As for the ‘secretaryship’ for the Unitep StaTes, the matter is as
follows: I am secretary for the German srancues over there,
Dupont for the French, and lastly Eccarius for the Yankees and the
English-speaking part of the branches. In our public pecLaraTIONS,
therefore, Eccarius figured as ‘SecreTary For THE UNITED STATES.
Otherwise we should have to employ useless circumlocutions. I,
for instance, would also have to sign as ‘Secretary for the Russian
branche’in Geneva, and so on. Moreover, Eccarius himself plainly
set forth the state of affairs in a New York parer—in connection
with Cluseret.”

Next week I shall send you a new pack of cARDS oF MEMBERSHIP.

The lamentable behaviour of Paris during the war—still
allowing itself to be ruled by the mamelukes of Louis Bonaparte
and of the Spanish adventuress Eugénie® after appalling defeats—
shows how much the French need a tragic lesson in order to
regain their manhood.

What the Prussian jackasses do not see is that the present war is
leading just as inevitably to a war between Germany and Russia as
the war of 1866 led to the war between Prussia and France. This
is the best outcome that I expect from it for Germany. ‘Prussianism’
as such never has existed, and never can exist, except in alliance
with and in subjection to Russia. And such a war No. 2 will act as
the midwife of the inevitable social revolution in Russia.

I regret that some misunderstanding on the part of my friend
Vogt which is 1ncomprehen51b]e to me has led to a wrong opinion
regardmg Schily.® Schily is not only one of my oldest and most
intimate personal friends; he is one of the ablest, most courageous,
and most reliable members of the Party.

I am very glad that Meyer is going to Cincinnati as a delegate.”

Most faithfully yours,
Karl Marx

I should like to have a look at the Kellogg money nonsense
(merely a variety of Bray, Gray, Bronterre O’Brien, etc., in

2 wife of Napoleon III
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England and of Proudhon in France) in the original.*® The stuff
cannot be obtained here.

First published in Briefe und Auszige aus Printed according to the original
Briefen von Joh. Phil. Becker, Jos. Dietzgen,

Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx u. A. an

F. A. Sorge und Andere, Stuttgart, 1906
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MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANCHESTER

London, 2 September 1870

Dear Frep,

Arrived here the evening before last. Today I shall go to see
Dr Maddison.

Yesterday evening the enclosed note came from The Pall Mall
Gazette together with a cueque. Should I endorse the latter on
your behalf and send it to Manchester, or cash it and send
banknotes?

After the spectacular confirmation of your first article on
MacMahon®' it would be a good moment to begin your next
article with a summary of your own Notes on the War.'? As you
know, the English need to have their noses rubbed in the ‘roinTs’,
and too much reticence with regard to furnishing information wiLL
~NoT po with rurL-moutHep John Bull. The female members of the
family are furious to find your articles plundered by all the
London papers, but never quoted.

In my view the entire perence of Paris is nothing but a police
farce, put on to keep the Parisians happy until the Prussians are
standing at the gates, ready to restore order, viz., the dynasty and
its mamelukes.

The wretched spectacle which Paris presents at this moment,
and I mean by that throughout the entire war, shows that France
had to be taught a tragic lesson if she was to be saved.

The declaration that no one can defend his ‘fatherland’ except
in a uniform is an authentic piece of Prussianism!

The Prussians should surely have learned from their own
history that it is not possible to achieve ‘eternal’ security from a
defeated enemy through pismemBerMENT, etc. And even after the loss



32. Marx to Engels. 2 September 1870 59

of Alsace-Lorraine, France will not be battered as badly By rar as
Prussia was by Napoleon’s horse-cure at Tilsit.” And how much
did Napoleon I benefit from that? It just helped Prussia onto her
feet again.

I do not believe that Russia has actively intervened in this war
up to now. I don’t believe that she is prepared for such
intervention, but it is a diplomatic master coup for her to have
proclaimed herself France’s saviour already at this stage.”

In my detailed reply to the Brunswick Committee® I have once
and for all abolished the fulsome ‘identity’ of interests between
him and myself which our Wilhelm® invents to others whenever it
suits his purposes. It is a good thing that his initiative should have
given me the opportunity to make an official statement for once
about this malentendu® fostered by him so intentionally and with a
bad conscience.

What do you think of Freiligrath as a family poet? Even
historical catastrophes like the present one do no more than
provide an opportunity for him to extol his own Brars. In the
process the voLunteer ‘medical orderly’ is transformed into a
‘surceoN’ for the benefit of the English.*

The correspondence between the former Swabian seminarist
David Strauss and the former French pupil of the Jesuits, Renan, is
an entertaining episode.” Once a priest, always a priest. The history
course of Mr Strauss seems to have its roots in Kohlrausch® or a
similar school textbook.

Addio!
Your

K. M.

The Prussians do seem to have told infamous lies after all about
the bombardment of Saarbriicken.

In Paris farcical episodes follow thick and fast. But the nicest of
all is that of the soldiers who march out of one gate and march in
again by the next.

Enclosed a letter from Laura.® The fools’ dawdling over their
retreat to Bordeaux is unforgivable.!

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, . . L

Bd. 1V, Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in Published in English in full for the
MEGA, Abt. 111, Bd. 4, Berlin, 1931 first time

a K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘Letter to the Committee of the Social-Democratic
Workers' Party. - ® Wilhelm Liebknecht - ¢ misunderstanding - ¢ F. Kohlrausch,
Kurze Darstellung der deutschen Geschichte fiir Volksschulen. - ¢ Lafargue - f See this
volume, p. 556.
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